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School Information  

 School Profile 

School 
Name: 

Aldar Academies-Al Bateen School 

School ID:  9231 
School 
phases: 

KG, Middle and High 

School 
curriculum:*  

British 
Fee range 
and 
category* 

AED52,960 to AED68,830 (very high) 

Address: 
Al Manaseer 
 
Abu Dhabi 

Email:  albateensec.pvt@adek.abudhabi.ae 

Telephone: 02-8132014 Website: https://www.albateenacademy.sch.ae/en/home  

*Relevant for Private schools only ** Relevant for Government schools only  

 Staff Information 

Total 
number of 
teachers 

85 
Turnover 
rate 

16% 

Number of 
teaching 
assistants 

8 
Teacher- 
student ratio 

1:12 

 

 Students’ Information 

Total 
number of 
students 

810 Gender Boys and Girls 

% of Emirati 
students 

23 % 
% of SEN 

students 
9% 

% of largest 
nationality 
groups 

Egypt 10%, Jordan 9%, India 9%  

% of 
students per 
phase 

KG Primary Middle Secondary 

8 % 0 % 69% 23 % 

 

Inspection Details 

Inspection Hijri 
dates from:  

21/03/1441 to 24/03/1441 

https://www.albateenacademy.sch.ae/en/home
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Inspection 
Gregorian 
dates from:  

18/11/2019 to 21/11/2019 

Number of 
lessons 
observed:  

93 
Number of joint 
lessons observed:  

15 

The overall performance of the school: 

 The school opened in 2011 and is part of the Aldar Academies group. The current principal 

has been in post for six years. The school opened a foundation stage and a year 1 class this 

academic year. Inspectors visited lessons in this phase and verified that children are engaged 

in their learning and are well cared for. Having only operated for a few weeks, this phase is 

not evaluated in this inspection report.  

 The overall performance of the school is very good. Al Bateen Academy is a vibrant school, 

where high expectations and a culture of continuous improvement result in high standards of 

achievement. Teachers deliver very good lessons overall and the best of these are making 

students into critical, innovative thinkers. Leadership at all levels in the school is driving 

continuous school improvement.  

 

Key areas of strength and areas for improvements: 

Key areas of strength  

 Students who are independent, ambitious and accomplished learners. 

 The broad range and high quality of students' experiences inside and outside the 
classroom which develop their skills and values. 

 High quality, personalised and responsive care, support and guidance. 

 Leaders, staff and students collectively and successfully drive improvement. 

Key areas for improvement 

 Further raise achievement particularly in mathematics and Arabic-medium subjects by: 

- continuing to embed a progressive programme in mathematics and providing regular 
opportunities for students to apply their skills to solve mathematical problems 
particularly in the high phase. 

- developing the mathematics curriculum in Middle to prepare students for the 
International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme (DP)  

- providing regular opportunities for teachers of Arabic to work with teachers of English 
to develop a range of effective strategies to improve students’ skills in reading and 
speaking in Arabic. 

 

 Ensure assessment information takes account of all subjects’ expectations by: 

- developing and sharing with students’ assessment rubrics in Arabic-medium subjects 
- benchmarking students’ achievement against the highest expectations across all 

subjects. 
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Progress made since last inspection and capacity to improve 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 There has been very good progress in addressing almost all the recommendations in the previous 

inspection report. Examination results have continued to improve since the last inspection.  

 The quality of teaching, course content and programmes of study have improved in mathematics 

and in Arabic-medium subjects. Consequently, in Arabic, students now make good progress in 

developing their speaking, reading and writing skills and achieving higher standards. In 

mathematics, students now make very good progress in Middle and good progress in High and 

their standards improved to good in Middle.  However, both subjects are identified by the school 

as requiring further improvement and remain active priorities on the school’s development plan. 

 Since the last inspection, the school has improved self-evaluation processes. Leaders at all levels 

are making more accurate and rigorous use of national and international benchmarks. This now 

needs to be rolled out to track students’ progress equally well in all subjects. 

 The senior leadership team has been extended and now has a more positive engagement of 

Arabic-medium subjects in whole-school improvement. Thorough self-evaluation now identifies 

further aspects of teaching, learning, assessment and curriculum to improve further. With this 

increased rigour and accountability, the school demonstrates a very good capacity to continue to 

improve. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Previous 

Inspection 

Good 

Current 

Inspection 

Very Good 
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Performance 
Standard 1 

Students’ Achievement 

Judgment  Very Good 
Change from previous 
inspection   

Improved 

Justifications 

 Students’ achievement is now very good in English, mathematics, 
science and other subjects. They achieve at least good standards 
across Arabic-medium subjects.   

 Students are making stronger progress in mathematics, building their 
knowledge more progressively but the impact on attainment is not yet 
evident, particularly in High. 

 Most groups of students make very good progress. They think 
critically, innovatively and use technology skilfully although this is less 
evident in Arabic-medium subjects. 

 

Performance 
Standard 2 

Students’ personal and social development, and their 
innovation skills 

Judgment Outstanding 
Change from previous 
inspection   

No Change 

Justifications 

 Students show impressive levels of motivation and determination. 

 Students rise to the school’s very high expectations of them and take 
leading roles in the life and work of the school. Students form a 
harmonious, multi-cultural community and show an objective 
understanding of global, social, political and environmental affairs.  

 They are highly innovative and creative and demonstrate mature 
values and leadership qualities. 

 

Performance 
Standard 3 

Teaching and Assessment 

Judgment  Very Good 
Change from previous 
inspection  

Improved 

Justifications 

 There is very effective teaching across the school by sharing practice 
and coaching peers to implement the most effective approaches 
successfully. This is less successful in Arabic-medium subjects. 

 Most teachers engage students more consistently in high-quality 
reflective dialogue and the use of learning technologies to provoke 
deep thinking and analytical responses.  

 Most involve students in tracking their own progress against 
curriculum and international standards. However, this approach is not 
yet embedded across all subjects. 

 

Performance 
Standard 4 

Curriculum 

Judgment  Very Good 
Change from previous 
inspection   

No Change 

Justifications 
 The school’s curriculum delivers an extensive range of subjects 

through which students develop the necessary skills and aptitudes for 
their careers and ambitions.  
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 The curriculum is designed to encourage students to take charge of 
their own growing set of skills and competencies.  

 It is continuously reviewed by staff, and is being developed to meet 
the needs of all groups of students and nurture their talents. 

 

Performance 
Standard 5 

The protection, care, guidance and support of students 

Judgment  Outstanding 
Change from previous 
inspection   

Improved 

Justifications 

 The school provides the highest quality of care and support for its 
students. The culture of mutual respect, and the design and use of 
space, promote harmonious relationships and responsible behaviour.  

 Staff are highly effective in promoting students’ mental and physical 
wellbeing and helping them to develop well-balanced, positive 
lifestyles.  

 More robust monitoring procedures now mean that when students 
need help or additional challenge, this is provided promptly and 
personalised by fully involving students and parents. 

 

Performance 
Standard 6 

Leadership and management 

Judgment  Very Good 
Change from previous 
inspection   

Improved 

Justifications 

 Distributed leadership now involves all departments in leading 
improvement and change. Professional collaboration is increasing 
the consistency of the highest standards but remains not yet fully 
consistent.  

 Staff have developed effective approaches to evaluating students’ 
performance, but benchmarking of this data has not yet set clear and 
high expectations across all subjects.  

 Governors ensure the school's accommodation and resources are of 
the highest quality, that staff are held accountable for students' 
achievement, and that parents have a say in how the school operates. 
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Performance Standard 1: Students’ Achievement 

Indicators: KG Primary Middle High 

Islamic 

Education 

Attainment N/A N/A Good Good 

Progress N/A N/A Good Good 

 

Arabic 

(as a First 

Language) 

Attainment N/A N/A Good Good 

Progress N/A N/A Good Good 

* Arabic 

(as additional 

Language) 

Attainment 
N/A 

N/A Good Good 

Progress 
N/A 

N/A Good Good 

 

 

Social Studies  

Attainment N/A N/A Good N/A 

Progress N/A N/A Good N/A 

 

 

English  

Attainment N/A N/A Very Good Very Good 

Progress N/A N/A Very Good Very Good 

 

 

Mathematics  

Attainment N/A N/A Good Acceptable 

Progress N/A N/A Very Good Good 

 

 

Science  

Attainment N/A N/A Very Good Very Good 

Progress N/A N/A Very Good Very Good 

Other subjects 

(Art, Music, PE) 

Attainment N/A N/A Very Good Very Good 

Progress N/A N/A Very Good Very Good 

Learning Skills N/A N/A Very Good Very Good 
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 Students’ achievement in Islamic education is good. Progress in lessons and 

over time is good. 

 Attainment is good. Internal and external Grade 12 MoE examination data 

indicate that attainment is outstanding. However, this is not borne out in lessons 

and students’ work where a majority of students attain above curriculum 

standards. 

 Students make good progress in their understanding of Islamic values and 

demonstrate this by making reference to the Quran and Hadeeth. They show 

good understanding of how to apply Islamic etiquette, however their 

understanding of how this is linked to issues in the wider Islamic society and 

their accuracy in following the appropriate ‘Tajweed’ rules when reciting verses 

from the Holy Qur’an are less well developed. 

 The majority of groups make better than expected progress across the school, 

although the progress of more-able students is less rapid.  

Relative Strengths Areas of Improvement 

 Students' understanding of Islamic 
values. 

 Students’ application of Islamic 
etiquettes in daily life. 

 

 Students' accuracy in following 
‘Tajweed’ rules. 

 Students' understanding of the link 
between their learning and wider 
Islamic society issues. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A
ra

b
ic

 

 Students’ achievement is good in both Arabic as a first language (AFL) and 

Arabic as a second language (ASL). Progress in lessons and over time is good. 

 Attainment is good. Internal and external Grade 12 MoE examination data 

indicate that attainment is outstanding. However, this is not borne out in lessons 

and students’ work where the majority of students attain above curriculum 

standards. 

 ASL learners express themselves clearly when talking and writing about daily 

routines. By High, they can talk about their career plans in Arabic. Their skills in 

reading for understanding are less well developed. AFL students in Middle use 

grammar effectively in creative writing and in High, they can write skillfully and 

explain the main ideas in poetry, but they do not use their critical thinking skills 

to extend their understanding. Their skills in speaking using standard Arabic are 

less well developed. 

 The majority of groups make better than the expected progress across the 

school, although the progress of more-able students is inconsistent. 

Relative Strengths Areas of Improvement 

 ASL students’ speaking skills. 

 AFL students’ critical reading 
skills. 

 

 ASL students’ skills in reading for 
understanding. 

 AFL students’ use of standard 
Arabic when speaking. 
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 Students’ achievement in social studies is good. Progress in lessons and over 

time is good. 

 Attainment is good. Internal data indicate that attainment is outstanding. 

However, this is not borne out in lessons and students’ work where a majority 

of students attain above curriculum standards. 

 Students make good progress in developing deep understanding, respect for, 

and appreciation of, UAE national events. They can discuss the geographical 

features of the UAE confidently. Students’ depth of understanding of the link 

between their learning and the world is less evident; for example, explaining 

how natural and social factors affect population fluctuation around the world. 

They use geographic maps but not confidently enough to extend their learning, 

such as locating all the natural features in UAE. 

 The majority of groups make better than the expected progress across the 

school, although the progress of more-able students is inconsistent. 

Relative Strengths Areas of Improvement 

 Students' deep understanding of 
UAE national events. 

 Students' knowledge about the 
geographical features of the UAE.  

 Students’ deep understanding of 
the link between their learning and 
the world. 

 Students' ability to use maps to 
extend their learning. 
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 Students’ achievement in English is very good. Reliable school progress data 

show that the large majority of students make better than expected progress. 

 Attainment is very good. Recent internal assessment indicates good attainment. 

Most students achieve levels above curriculum standards in IGCSE and IB 

exams. In lessons and their recent work, the large majority of students attain 

above curriculum standards.  

 Students are very articulate and express their ideas clearly, listening carefully 

to, and building on, the contributions of others.  By High, they use persuasive 

language very skilfully. Students read information quickly and fluently for a 

range of real purposes. They can infer implicit meaning from the use of 

language in texts. Students speak clearly and eloquently for a range of 

audiences.  A few students do not spell or use grammar consistently well.  

 Most groups of students make better than expected progress, including more-

able students and those who need support. 

Relative Strengths Areas of Improvement 

 Students' extensive vocabulary 
and oral fluency. 

 Students' skills in reading for 
information and meaning. 

 A few students' spelling and 
grammar. 
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 Students’ achievement in mathematics is very good overall but good in High. 

Reliable school progress data show that the large majority of students make 

better than expected progress over time.  

 Attainment is good overall, but only acceptable in High. The school’s internal 

data shows that the majority of students’ attainment is above curriculum 

standards in Middle. This is supporting students’ outstanding attainment in 

IGCSE examinations. However, students’ attainment in IB exams in High is 

weak. 

 Students make very good progress in Middle because they systematically build 

their numeracy skills in mental calculation and mathematical operations. By 

High, students are less able to exceed curriculum expectations because their 

understanding of the application of their mathematical knowledge to solve 

complex problems is less well developed. 

 Most groups of students are making better than expected progress in Middle 

and the majority of groups in High. Those who require additional support are 

making very strong progress in small focus groups, particularly in Middle.  

 

Relative Strengths Areas of Improvement 

 Students' mental calculation skills. 

 Students' knowledge of 
mathematical operations in 
Middle. 

 Students' skills in solving complex 
mathematical problems in High. 

 Students' understanding of the 
application of their mathematical 
knowledge in High. 
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 Students’ achievement in science is very good. In lessons and over time, a large 

majority of students make better than expected progress. 

 Students’ attainment in science is very good. IGCSE data shows that attainment 

is broadly very good. In lessons and in students’ work, a large majority of 

students attain above curriculum standards in Middle and High.    

 In Middle and High, students make very good progress in developing their 

understanding in chemistry; for example, electrical circuits, reasons for 

biological variation, the reactivity of metals and shape of molecules linked to 

electronic structure. Students have strong practical and laboratory skills. Their 

skills in planning investigations are a weaker area.   

 Most groups of students make better than expected progress, including the 

more-able.  

Relative Strengths Areas of Improvement 

 Knowledge and understanding of 

key scientific ideas. 

 Practical and laboratory skills. 

 Planning scientific investigations. 
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 Students' achievement in other subjects is very good overall.  Reliable school 

progress data show that the large majority of students are making better than 

expected progress across subjects and phases.  

 Attainment is very good overall. Students' attainment in IGCSE and IB 

examinations is very good overall, and outstanding in the majority of other 

subjects.  

 In physical education (PE), students show considerable perseverance in 

swimming and skilfully analyse sporting performance, demonstrating an 

understanding of limiting factors such as pressure. In humanities, students have 

a high level of understanding of the global implications of historical events and 

social and political changes. Students’ creativity is evident in their impressive 

work in the expressive arts, where they use a range of techniques skilfully to 

express their ideas. Their outstanding analytical skills enable them to develop 

a deep understanding of how they learn and achieve. In French and Spanish, 

students develop confidence and competence in expressing themselves in the 

target languages but generally their pronunciation, intonation, authentic 

dialogue and reading skills are at early stage of development. 

 Most groups of students make better than expected progress across all other 

subjects and phases. 

Relative Strengths Areas of Improvement 

 Students' application of their 

knowledge to develop their 

understanding of historical and 

current events in humanities. 

 Students' creativity and innovation 

in expressive arts.  

 Students’ advanced reading and 

speaking skills in other languages. 
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 Students’ learning skills are very good. They demonstrate excellent levels of 

engagement in and responsibility for their own learning. They ensure that they 

understand the expected level of performance and take responsibility for 

reaching, and often exceeding this.  

 In most subjects, students know their strengths and what they need to do to 

improve their work. They collaborate productively, communicate clearly and 

innovate with ideas. Students' skills in linking and applying their knowledge in a 

few subjects is less well developed. 

 Students understand the purpose of their learning and frequently apply their 

skills to produce insightful and accomplished pieces of independent work. They 

think critically and use technological solutions skilfully to broaden their 

understanding. 

Relative Strengths Areas of Improvement 
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 Students' intrinsic motivation that 
drives them to take responsibility 
for their own learning. 

 Students' interactions which are 
often analytical and support 
innovative thinking.   

 Students' skills in linking and 
applying their knowledge in a few 
subjects. 
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Performance Standard 2: Students’ personal and social 
development and their innovation skills  

Indicators: KG Primary Middle High 

Personal development N/A N/A Outstanding Outstanding 

Understanding of Islamic 
values and awareness of 
Emirati and world cultures  

N/A N/A Very Good Very Good 

Social responsibility and 
innovation skills  

N/A N/A Outstanding Outstanding 

 Overall, students’ personal and social development and their innovation skills are outstanding. 

Students are ambitious, self-motivated learners who take positive action to shape their own 

futures. They show impressive levels of perseverance and determination in all that they do. 

 Students are self-disciplined and resolve difficulties in mature ways. They have earned the trust 

of staff to lead aspects of school life independently. They present as excellent ambassadors 

for the school when interacting with visitors and guests.  

 Students organise and participate in sporting and cultural activities which develop their broader 

aptitudes and skills. They understand the importance of positive mental and emotional health 

and promote activities which develop physical wellbeing. Students’ attendance at 97% is very 

good. Students are punctual to school and lessons. 

 Students reflect Islamic values in their commitment to learning and their respect for others, but 

their knowledge about how these shape society is underdeveloped. They independently 

organise events which celebrate both their diversity and their shared respect for, and 

appreciation of, UAE culture. As a multi-cultural community, students are open-minded and 

tolerant and discuss global affairs in an enlightened and objective way.  

 Students raise awareness of environmental concerns, implement sustainability initiatives and 

understand how the decisions they make impact the global environment. Students are highly 

innovative and creative and show an excellent work ethic. They consistently demonstrate the 

values of creativity, leadership and respect. Students are consistently highly effective in taking 

on a range of leadership responsibilities.  

 

Areas of Relative Strength: 

 Students’ exemplary conduct and leadership skills. 

 Student voice which is instrumental in shaping the school. 

 

Areas for Improvement: 

 Students’ deeper understanding of how Islam shapes UAE society. 
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Performance Standard 3: Teaching and assessment 

Indicators: KG Primary Middle High 

Teaching for effective 
learning  

N/A N/A Very Good Very Good 

Assessment  N/A N/A Very Good Very Good 

 The quality of teaching and assessment is very good. Most teachers demonstrate a very good 

range of teaching skills. They work together with all colleagues to increase the consistency of 

best practice across subjects and phases. 

 Most teachers plan engaging learning activities which involve students learning independently 

and collaboratively and enable most groups of students to exceed curriculum expectations. 

Teachers use imaginative contexts to challenge and support students to deepen their 

understanding. In best practice, vibrant learning environments inspire students to apply their 

learning to real purposes. This is less evident in Arabic-medium subjects and in mathematics 

in High.  

 Teachers frequently engage students in high-quality reflective dialogue and use questioning 

very well to provoke deep thinking and analytical responses. Effective use of learning 

technologies is personalising students’ learning and promoting purposeful collaboration, 

particularly in High. This is less evident in Arabic medium subjects. 

 Internal assessment processes are coherent and consistent across the majority of subjects. 

Most teachers involve students in reflecting on their learning and setting themselves 

challenging improvement targets. This is helping them to understand how to improve their work 

and achieve high standards.  

 In most subjects, assessment information is used systematically to meet students’ individual 

learning needs. Benchmarking of students' achievement against high expectations drives 

improvement. However, this approach is not yet embedded across all subjects.   

 

Areas of Relative Strength: 

 High quality of teachers' questions and dialogue with students. 

 Use of learning technologies for research and collaboration, particularly in High.  

 

Areas for Improvement: 

 Teaching strategies in Arabic-medium subjects and mathematics in High. 

 Benchmarking students’ achievement against the highest expectations. 
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Performance Standard 4: Curriculum 

Indicators: KG Primary Middle High 

Curriculum design and 
implementation 

N/A N/A Outstanding Outstanding 

Curriculum adaptation  N/A N/A Very Good Very Good 

 The overall quality of the curriculum is very good. It successfully blends the English National 

Curriculum and the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP) to fulfil the 

school’s vision. The wide range of subjects offered are equally valued and enable learning to 

be personalised to each student's interests and aspirations.  

 The curriculum promotes students’ knowledge, understanding and skills progressively and 

features a strong focus on developing an understanding of the learning process itself. It is 

enhanced by a carefully selected range of opportunities that broaden learning and promote 

well-being. Most subjects link learning in ways which make it meaningful, but not all do so 

equally well particularly in Arabic medium subjects. 

 Senior leaders and staff review the curriculum and its impact regularly. They are developing 

Middle to raise expectations, provide coherence between subjects and build stronger 

foundations for the diploma programme. The curriculum is modified for different groups of 

students, nurtures their talents and develop their learning skills in a broad range of areas 

including sports and the performing arts. 

 The curriculum prepares students very well for adult life by giving them leadership 

responsibilities within the wider life of the school. Students’ respect for the culture and language 

of UAE are promoted across all subjects and through the ethos of the school.  

 Moral education is taught in a weekly lesson and strong ethical values are promoted through 

the daily life of the school. This is seen in the positive behaviour and personal development of 

the students.  

Areas of Relative Strength: 

 The development of a broad range of learning skills. 

 Opportunities for personalisation and choice.  

Areas for Improvement: 

 Linking and applying learning across all disciplines. 
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Performance Standard 5: The Protection, care, guidance and support 

of students 

Indicators: KG Primary Middle High 

Health and safety, including 
arrangements for child 
protection/ safeguarding  

N/A N/A Outstanding Outstanding 

Care and support N/A N/A Outstanding Outstanding 

 The protection, care, guidance and support of students is outstanding. The school’s care, 

welfare and child protection procedures are well understood by students and parents and are 

consistently applied by all staff. School premises and facilities provide a secure, accessible 

environment very well suited to the various learning needs of students. All maintenance, health 

and safety procedures are carried out rigorously.  

 The broad range of recreational sports provided for, and by, students develop positive lifestyle 

habits. Staff are as keenly aware of students’ emotional and mental well-being as they are of 

their academic support needs. Commendably, staff identify periods when students may 

experience pressure, and support them, for example with mindfulness, yoga and stress 

management. 

 Staff create a welcoming and secure environment in which students thrive. The school’s design 

includes areas for peaceful contemplation. Ambition and self-confidence are embedded in the 

school’s culture and promote students’ outstanding behaviour and very good attendance.  

 Robust strategies ensure that all students who require support including students with special 

educational needs and those who are gifted and talented are identified promptly and have their 

needs addressed effectively. The inclusion manager works closely with teachers and parents 

to support students’ learning. Students with particular interests or talents are actively 

encouraged to develop their skills and realise their aspirations.  

 All students have access to known and trusted adults who provide pastoral care and guidance. 

 

Areas of Relative Strength: 

 Comprehensive and rigorous procedures for ensuring students are safe and healthy. 

 Staff support for students to become independent, ambitious and resilient. 

Areas for Improvement: 

 Maintain the very high standard of care and support for all students. 
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Performance Standard 6: Leadership and management 

Indicators: 

The effectiveness of leadership  Very Good 

Self-evaluation and improvement planning Very Good 

Partnerships with parents and the community Very Good 

Governance Very Good 

Management, staffing, facilities and resources Outstanding 

 Leadership and management are very good overall. The principal and senior leadership team's 

clear strategic aims successfully engage students, staff and parents in achieving the school’s 

ambitious vision. Distributed leadership empowers individuals and teams of staff to create a 

high-quality learning culture. These teams have been innovative in driving further improvement 

which is promoting students’ personal and academic achievement very effectively. 

 Systematic and rigorous self-evaluation is embedded at all levels and in most subjects. Most 

leaders and teachers demonstrate a very clear understanding of what needs to be done to 

improve the school. The highly effective approaches in monitoring teaching and tracking 

students’ performance have not yet been fully developed, particularly in Arabic-medium 

subjects. 

 The school seeks and acts on parents’ views and ensures that they are involved in their 

children’s learning and development. Reporting on students’ progress is comprehensive and 

clearly conveys next steps in learning. A range of national and international partnerships enrich 

students' learning with opportunities for sporting, creative and academic excellence. 

 The Strategic Governance Group includes representation from all stakeholders. Together with 

ALDAR, this group provides support to the school and holds staff accountable.  

 The school's efficient management and attractive environment support the school's ambitious 

culture and high expectations. Facilities and resources are well matched to the broad and 

innovative curriculum and school’s vision.   

 The school effectively promotes students' achievement in international examinations by 

providing a high standard of education. 

Areas of Relative Strength: 

 Outstanding provision of facilities and resources to deliver the school's vision. 

 Effectiveness of devolved leadership amongst staff and students. 

Areas for Improvement: 
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 Consistent approaches to tracking and benchmarking students’ achievement. 

 

 

Provision for Reading  
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 The school library is spacious and welcoming. It is well stocked with 

a wide range of fiction and non-fiction texts, computers and space for 

group and private reading. There is a full-time librarian. All classes 

have a weekly library lesson, where they read books of their choice, 

guided by the teacher. They review and recommend books to each 

other, and extend their reading skills through the use of Literacy 

Planet software. 

 The whole school takes part in ‘Drop Everything and Read’ sessions 

weekly, where the tutorial is devoted to reading. Reading 

comprehension is a focus in English and Arabic and is promoted in 

other subjects through, for example, identification of key vocabulary. 

 The school’s ambitious reading plan is incorporated into the English 

department action plan and the School Development Plan. The 

school evaluates reading capabilities through the Accelerated 

Reader Programme, with a monthly ‘leader board’ for top readers. 

 Year 12 students are reading mentors to younger students and the 

librarian appoints student librarians from all year groups to help with 

library duties and special events. The school promotes reading for 

pleasure through a wide variety of activities such as, Literature Week, 

lectures by authors and celebration of World Book Day. 

 

 

 


