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General Information  Students 

School ID 38 
Total number of 

students 
1,746 

Opening year of 

school 
1971 

%of students per 

curriculum  

Main Curriculum 100% 

Other Curriculum  0 

Principal Didier Combeau 
Number of students 

in other phases  

KG 302 

Primary: 538 

Middle: 544 

High: 362 

School telephone +971 (0) 2 444 8085 Age range 3 to 18 years 

School Address 
Rabdan Street 29 , Abu 

Dhabi   

Grades or Year 

Groups 
KG1 – Grade 12 

Official email (ADEC) 
louismassignon.pvt@adec.

ac.ae   
Gender Boys and Girls 

School website 
www.Llm.ae  

 

% of Emirati 

Students 
4% 

Fee ranges (per 

annum) 

Average to High Category: 

AED 21,700 – AED 39,900 

Largest nationality 

groups (%) 

1. French 53% 

2.Lebanese 12% 

3. Canadian 5% 
 

Licensed Curriculum  Staff 

Main Curriculum French Number of teachers 135 

Other Curriculum 

(if applicable) 
------- 

Number of teaching  

assistants (TAs) 
23 

External Exams/ 

Standardised tests 

French Brevet 

French Baccalaureat 

Teacher-student 

ratio 

KG/ FS 1:25 

Other phases 1:27 

Accreditation 
French Ministry of National 

Education 
Teacher turnover 15% 

  

  

Inspection Date January 15, 2017 to January 18, 2017 

Date of previous inspection April 20, 2015 to April 23, 2015 

  Lycee Louis Massignon School 

mailto:louismassignon.pvt@adec.ac.ae
mailto:louismassignon.pvt@adec.ac.ae
http://www.llm.ae/
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Introduction 

Inspection activities 

Number of inspectors 

deployed 
5 

Number of inspection days 4 

Number of lessons observed 124 

Number of joint lesson 

observations  
8 

Number of parents’ 

questionnaires 
55; return rate: 3% 

Details of other inspection 

activities  

The team conducted several meetings with senior 

leaders, teachers, support staff, students, parents and 

L’agence pour l’enseignement français à l’étranger, AEFE 

(Agency for French schools abroad) representatives. 

They analysed data on external and internal 

examinations and school assessments. They 

scrutinised students’ work in books and on walls and 

considered school documents. The leadership team 

was fully involved throughout the process and 

conducted joint lesson observations with inspectors. 

 

School 

School Aims 

‘Providing each student the opportunity to become a 

well-rounded individual and responsible citizen, self-

confident but respectful of others, aware of the world, 

able to think by him/herself and to merge into various 

social environment. 

Achieve high academic level’. 

School vision and mission 

‘The school vision with AEFE is to promulgate the 

French language and culture and lead the students to 

excellency, academically and socially’. 
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Admission Policy 

Admission is by parental application and decisions are 

made by the French Embassy. A very small number of 

students from outside the French system take 

entrance tests. The school is over subscribed. 

Leadership structure 

(ownership, governance and 

management) 

The School Board for all schools in the AEFE (Agency 

for teaching in French Schools in other Countries) is 

based in Paris and is represented in UAE by the French 

ambassador. The ‘Conseil d’Etablisement’ is the 

school’s internal governing body. This comprises the 

principal, parent representatives, teachers and 

representatives of the French community in the 

region. 

The leadership of the school includes a principal 

supported by vice-principals for the elementary and 

secondary schools. Administrative and financial 

directors are French government officials. 
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SEN Details (Refer to ADEC SEN Policy and Procedures) 

SEN Category 

Number of students 

identified through external 

assessments  

Number of other students 

identified by the school 

internally  

Intellectual disability 1 2 

Specific Learning Disability 22 10 

Emotional and Behaviour 
Disorders (ED/ BD) 

3 2 

Autism Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD) 

1 0 

Speech and Language 
Disorders 

2 4 

Physical and health related 
disabilities 

0 9 

Visually impaired 0 0 

Hearing impaired 0 0 

Multiple disabilities 1 8 

 

G&T Details (Refer to ADEC SEN Policy and Procedures) 

G&T Category 
Number of students 

identified 

Intellectual ability 3 

Subject-specific aptitude (e.g. in science, mathematics, 
languages) 

0 

Social maturity and leadership 0 

Mechanical/ technical/ technological ingenuity 0 

Visual and performing arts (e.g. art, theatre, recitation) 0 

Psychomotor ability (e.g. dance or sport) 0 

 



 

 

 

Page 6 of 20 
 

The overall performance of the school 

Inspectors considered the school in relation to 3 performance categories 

Band A High performing (Outstanding, Very Good or Good) 

Band B Satisfactory (Acceptable) 

Band C In need of significant improvement (Weak or Very Weak) 

 

The school was judged to be: Band A Very Good 
 

 
 

Band A 

High Performing 

Band B 

Satisfactory 

Band C 

In need of significant 
improvement 
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Performance Standard 1:   
 
Students’ achievement 
 

      

Performance Standard 2: 

Students’ personal and 
social development, and 
their innovation skills 

      

Performance Standard 3:  

Teaching and assessment 
      

Performance Standard 4: 

Curriculum 
      

Performance Standard 5:  

The protection, care, 
guidance and support of 
students 

      

Performance Standard 6:  

Leadership and 
management 

      

  
 

    

Summary Evaluation: 
The school’s overall 
performance 
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The Performance of the School                 

Evaluation of the school’s overall performance  

Lycee Louis Massignon (LLM) offers very good education for its students. 

Students’ achievement is very good overall. In all subjects, their attainment and 

progress is at least good except in Islamic Education and social studies where it is 

less marked, but still acceptable. Overall achievement in the Brevet (Grade 9) and 

Baccalaureat (Grade 12) French National examinations is well above average for all 

French schools. Most children in the Kindergarten (KG) make very good progress. 

Almost all students display outstanding attitudes to learning. Relationships with 

their peers and teachers are mutually respectful and considerate. Their 

attendance rate is high. Teaching is predominantly very good and all teachers 

have secure knowledge of their subjects. A few lessons do not always challenge 

more able students or support students with special educational needs (SEN). The 

school’s curriculum has a very clear focus on developing students’ language skills 

and enables students to prepare very well for their future needs. The school has a 

very strong ethos. It implements the procedures for care, welfare and support for 

students very robustly. Senior leadership is cohesive and shares the ambition and 

drive for sustained improvement.  

Progress made since last inspection and capacity to improve 

Leaders at the school have made very good progress in addressing the 

recommendations from the previous inspection report. The school and the French 

Regional Inspector, based in the school, provide focused professional 

development for teachers of Arabic subjects. They monitor the impact of their 

actions and provide teachers with clear guidance to help them improve teaching 

and learning. This is having a positive impact on the quality of provision in subjects 

taught in Arabic. Arabic has improved for native and non-native speakers. 

Progress in Islamic Education and social studies is now good. The curriculum is 

now more suited to the needs of children in KG. Lessons provide children with 

opportunities to make links in their learning, gain independence and develop their 

academic, social, emotional and physical skills. The school’s accommodation has 

been upgraded and the resources for learning technology in the school have 

increased significantly. The school has a very good capacity for future 

development. 

Development and promotion of innovation skills 

The school is developing and promoting students’ innovation skills effectively. 

They work with other schools throughout the region on projects; for example, in 

mathematics. KG children gain knowledge of different environments and have 



 

 

 

Page 8 of 20 
 

practical experience of observing and caring for tortoises. The school offers 

students with opportunity to link their learning between subjects. A programme 

in English is being used to integrate learning in English, Arabic, French and 

Spanish. There is also a project for students in Grades 7 to 9 to integrate art and 

English. Students in Grade 10 participate in a mathematics project related to how 

computers work, allowing students to experience programming. Grade 9 students 

participate in an integrated Biology, Geology and Technology about preservation 

of the world using a French Government technology resource to research for 

information and consolidate understanding. Middle school students also use a 

programmer in robotics. The Student Council is working on ideas to enhance the 

school environment by painting murals on walls.   Students throughout the school 

develop entrepreneurship and enterprise skills; for example, by making and 

selling bracelets to raise money to support people in Nepal. Middle school 

students participate in an environmental awareness and recycling project. 

The inspection identified the following as key areas of strength: 

 academic progress, especially in subjects taught in French and English and 

in French National examinations 

 students strong personal and social development and very positive 

attitudes to learning 

 teachers’ secure command of their subjects and understanding of how 

young children learn best 

 the strong ethos and rigorous implementation of procedures for 

protection, care, guidance and support 

 cohesion of senior leaders who provide purposeful educational leadership 

and share the vision and ambition for continuous improvement 

The inspection identified the following as key areas for 

improvement: 

 relative to their current overall high achievement, students’ attainment 

and progress in all subjects but particularly their attainment in Islamic 

Education and social studies  

 consistency of challenge to students, especially the more able, to develop 

critical thinking and independent learning skills in all lessons 

 students’ awareness, understanding and respect for the values of Islam 

and the heritage and culture of the UAE. 
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 Performance Standard 1: Students’ Achievement 

Students’ achievement Indicators KG Primary Middle High 

Islamic 

Education 

Attainment N/A Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Progress N/A Good Good Good 

 

Arabic 

(as a First Language) 

Attainment N/A Good Good Good 

Progress N/A Good Good Good 

Arabic 

(as a Second 

Language) 

Attainment N/A Good Good Good 

Progress N/A Good Good Good 

 

 

Social Studies  

Attainment N/A Acceptable Acceptable Acceptable 

Progress N/A Good Good Good 

 

 

English  

Attainment Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

Progress Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

 

 

Mathematics  

Attainment Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

Progress Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

 

 

Science  

Attainment Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

Progress Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

Language of 

instruction (if other 

than English and 

Arabic as First 

Language) 

Attainment Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

Progress Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

Other subjects 

(Art, Music, PE) 

Attainment Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

Progress Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

Learning Skills 
(including innovation, creativity, critical 

thinking, communication, problem-

solving and collaboration) 

Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 
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Students’ attainment and progress is very good overall.  In the Baccalaureat French 

National tests for Grade 12 students, the school’s average results have been 

significantly above all French schools over the past 3 years. The proportion of 

students who achieve a ‘mention’ (honours to highest honours) for 12 points and 

above is consistently higher than all French schools. In the Brevet French National 

tests in French, mathematics and history/civics in Grade 9, the school’s results have 

been significantly above all French schools over the past 3 years. At least 80% of LLM 

students achieved a ‘mention’ compared to 50% in all French schools. The trend over 

the past 3 years for students who pass French National tests and gain a ‘mention’ 

has been upward. Achievement in subjects taught in Arabic is below that in other 

subjects, but never less than acceptable. Most students who have special 

educational needs and those with G&T make similar progress to their peers. Most 

Emirati students’ attainment and progress is acceptable.  

In KG, children make very good progress in all areas of learning. Children’s 

attainment in English as a second language is above curriculum and international 

expectations.  In KG1 most children can use words in English such as chop, mix and 

peel. They can match letters of the alphabet and a large majority can recognise their 

name. The majority can count beyond 10 in French and match numbers using 1 to 1 

correspondence. In French, the majority of children have well developed oral 

communication skills. They can justify the reasons why they classify objects as living 

or not. Most understand instructions in French. In KG2 there is continuity and 

progression in learning from KG1.  Most students count and order numbers up to 30 

in French.  They know number facts to 10 and are beginning to understand addition 

through practical tasks with objects and consistent use of number lines. The 

stronger French speakers have strong listening and talking skills.  Children can 

match capital and lower case letters and the majority recognise sounds and simple 

words in English. In science most children can differentiate between living and non - 

living things and can discuss the characteristics of each. 

Attainment in Islamic Education is in line with the curriculum standards and progress 

is good. Most students in Grade 2 have adequate knowledge of the pillars of Islam 

and the five daily prayers. In Grade 4, most students know the scripts and its 

prophets. They can also name the six pillars of faith. In Grade 10, most students have 

good knowledge about famous ladies in Islam and their different roles in promoting 

good Islamic values.  

Attainment in Arabic is good for both first and second language learners. In primary 

grades, most native Arabic speaking students have good handwriting and listening 

skills. In Grade 5, most students have good reading skills and are able to 

comprehend a given text and answer subsequent questions. In Grade 7, native 
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Arabic speaking students are able to analyse a given text deeply, can speak Arabic 

fluently and have good reading skills; most non-native speakers have good reading 

skills and can comprehend a given text and answer subsequent questions. In Grade 

12, most native speakers are able to analyse and debate a given topic well. In Arabic, 

writing skills for all students throughout the school are not as well developed as 

other aspects and most students do not write enough extended pieces or use a 

wide enough vocabulary in their writing; they have insufficient opportunities to 

develop their writing skills and make rapid progress.  

Attainment in social studies is acceptable and in line with curriculum requirements. 

Progress is good for most students. In Grade 4, most students’ have acceptable 

knowledge about traditional occupations of the UAE; for example, old methods of 

fishing. They are less secure in their knowledge of the wider world geography. 

Grade 5, most students have adequate knowledge of different aspects of UAE 

culture and about the different types of Emirati dances, such as yola. The majority of 

students in Grade 9 are aware of government priorities such as the Abu Dhabi 

initiative to promote reading. In Grade 10, most students have good knowledge 

about the environment including the consequences of global warming and climate 

change. 

In English, overall attainment and progress is very good. All students have 

outstanding speaking and listening skills.  Overall reading and comprehension skills 

are very good and writing skills are good for most students.  In Grades 1 to 3, 

progress is not as notable; high achieving students are not sufficiently challenged to 

read in greater depth and less able students do not have secure knowledge of 

letters and sounds. In Grades 4 and 5, most students have good reading skills and 

most can easily complete worksheets and tests.  High achieving students complete 

comprehension tasks using challenging passages of text well. They have an 

extremely wide and varied range of vocabulary. Most students have insufficient 

opportunities for creative writing with the focus in lessons mainly on basic skills, 

retelling of stories or personal journals. A majority of students have good spelling 

and grammar knowledge. In middle and high school grades, most students have 

outstanding reading skills and writing is good.  In the most effective lessons 

students have opportunities to talk and practice English through demanding tasks 

and presentations. More able students speak very well and have a deep 

understanding of global environmental issues. They use associated key vocabulary 

such as deforestation and erosion.  Extended writing is not as strong as 

opportunities are too infrequent. 

In mathematics, students achieve very well. Most students in Grade 2 can classify 

different 2D shapes using varied criteria. Most students throughout the lower 

grades have secure basic numeracy skills. Most students in Grade 5 have secure 



 

 

 

Page 12 of 20 
 

knowledge of appropriate mathematical vocabulary and can triple tens and units 

mentally. Most students in Grade 9 make very good progress in understanding 

frequency tables and can calculate the mode, median and mean of data. They have 

very good knowledge of relative frequency. Progress accelerates as students move 

through the school and is very good in the high school.  Attainment in Grades 11 is 

well above expectations; for example, in algebra, most students can calculate the 

function of x at various intervals. 

Students’ attainment and progress in science is very good throughout the school. 

Most Grade 1 students are able to knowledgably discuss animals living in the UAE. In 

Grade 5, most students have good knowledge of floating and sinking and can 

explain friction and movement. In Grade 9, a large majority of students are able to 

explain the law of conservation and to describe the fusion process. They are able to 

analyse chemical reactions with hydrogen. By Grade 12, most students are able to 

calculate the velocity of a golf club ball using an ICT program and applying formulae 

effectively.  

Students attain well and make very good progress in other subjects. Grade 5 

students gain strong ICT skills because they collaborate very effectively and self - 

evaluate their work. In art, students make very good progress because the teacher 

encourages creativity and imagination when linking their art work to medieval 

history.  Grade 7 students make outstanding progress in Spanish because they use 

the target language almost the whole lesson and play games, such as 20 questions, 

to practice their vocabulary and questioning skills. Grade 11 students can apply their 

badminton skills with very good awareness of tactics.  

Students develop very good learning skills. Children in KG soon settle into school 

routines and follow teachers’ instructions well. They work on their own in activities 

without supervision and enjoy practical tasks. They organise their own resources for 

tasks. Most students throughout the school display outstanding attitudes to 

learning. They have a very strong work ethic. Most are almost always on task, 

concentrating on the lesson and completing work willingly and promptly.  Students 

have very good communication skills and enjoy opportunities to practice these; for 

example, in preparing presentations for their Baccalaureat assessments. When 

given opportunity, most students complete work independently and collaborate 

very effectively with their peers. They answer questions willingly and sensibly and 

are confident to share their work at the board in the majority of lessons. In most 

circumstances, students are able to explain the relevance of their work to the real 

world. Learning skills are not outstanding because students do not have consistent opportunities to 

develop critical thinking, collaborative and enquiry skills, which limits their progress. For example, in 

a Grade 12 philosophy lesson, students made acceptable, rather than good or better progress 

because they had too little time for discussion and exchange of ideas. 
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Performance Standard 2: Students’ personal and social development, 

and their innovation skills 

Students’ personal and social 

development, and their innovation skills 

Indicators 

KG Primary Middle High 

 

Personal development Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

Understanding of Islamic values and 

awareness of Emirati and world cultures  
Good Good Good Good 

Social responsibility and innovation 

skills  
Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

Throughout the school, students’ personal and social development and their 

innovation skills are very good. Children in KG are confident, have very good social 

skills and are very well prepared for starting primary school. They collect their own 

resources, start tasks promptly and stay on task without supervision. Most students 

from KG onwards become increasingly self- organised and self- disciplined. 

Behaviour is outstanding in lessons and around school. Most students display a 

maturity beyond their years. Students feel valued and are happy in school. They all 

demonstrate very positive attitudes to learning and are mostly self-reliant. 

Relationships between students and teachers are mutually respectful. Students 

enjoy taking an active part in helping the school community. For example, students 

participated in an ‘anti-bullying blue shirt’ campaign in January 2016. The school 

listens to students; for example, allowing them to use mobile phones for research 

purposes during the lunch break. Most students from KG upwards demonstrate that 

they have an increasingly good understanding of the need to lead safe and healthy 

lifestyles. Large numbers of students participate in sports clubs after school. 

Attendance is outstanding at 98%, reflecting students’ enjoyment of school.  

Students have a clear appreciation and understanding of the Islamic values. They are 

respectful of the culture and heritage of the UAE. All show respect in assembly 

during the flag raising and playing of the UAE anthem. A minority of students across 

the school are less secure in their knowledge of UAE traditions and wider cultures. 

Language Day has been implemented to raise all students’ awareness and 

understanding about other world cultures and languages. 

Students demonstrate very good social responsibility. For example, they sold 

bracelets to support the crisis in Nepal last year. Students are aware of their 
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responsibilities in the school community. The school council is planning to paint 

murals in the school walls to make it a happier, more colourful environment. The 

student council is preparing plans to lead an environmental recycling project with 

the support of the school and the parent councils. They are learning to be eco-

friendly and a group is working with the science coordinator on a project about 

saving energy. 

Students in Grades 1-4 participated lately in the planting project in science where 

they brought seeds from home and planted them in school. Most students 

participate enthusiastically in sports competitions.  

 

Performance Standard 3: Teaching and Assessment 

Teaching and Assessment Indicators KG Primary Middle High 

 

Teaching for effective learning  Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

Assessment  Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

During the inspection, almost all lessons were judged to be acceptable or better. In 

a very large majority, students’ learning was judged to be very good or outstanding.  

The outstanding lessons offered students interactive, challenging and enjoyable 

tasks, enabling them to develop higher order skills. 

KG teachers have a secure understanding of how young children learn best. They 

have created a positive learning environment in which children can prosper and 

learn through activity. Teaching in English uses a multi-sensory approach to develop 

children’s critical thinking, problem-solving and independent learning skills. Bilingual 

teaching in French and English to support learning and raising attainment is very 

effective in developing children’s language.  

Most teachers have secure subject knowledge, ensuring that learning is accurate. 

Lessons are well planned with clear objectives so that students know what they are 

expected to learn in the large majority of lessons.  In most lessons, questions are 

used to challenge individuals. Teachers use open questions frequently in English to 

challenge and promote students to think in depth.  In the best lessons, teachers use 

supplementary questions to evaluate students’ deeper understanding and enable 

then to communicate their ideas in depth. In the best lessons, teachers provide 

opportunities for high achievers to think independently as, for example, by 
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challenging them to explain their ideas to the whole group at the board. These 

opportunities for high achievers are not provided routinely in all lessons. Questions 

and support are carefully chosen to challenge different abilities. In a large majority 

of lessons, teachers expect students to work independently and engage in problem 

solving activities. The use of questioning to challenge students to think deeply, 

answer in depth or develop critical thinking, problem-solving, innovation and 

independent learning skills is not consistent across all grades and subjects. In most 

lessons additional support offered to students when needed.  

Robust internal assessment procedures are in place from KG – Grade 12. The school 

benchmarks students’ attainment in the Brevet and Baccalaaureat French National 

tests against appropriate curriculum standards as well as other schools offering a 

French curriculum. The school analyses data to identify and support students with 

SEN. Withdrawal groups support students in primary grades and additional support 

is provided throughout the school. In KG, children evaluate their own work and 

teachers validate the achievement when it is secure. In primary classes, a minority of 

teachers provide mini white boards for students to write, and then show, their 

answers so that teachers can evaluate the learning of the whole group. Teachers do 

not routinely use assessment data to influence teaching.  

 

Performance Standard 4: Curriculum 

Curriculum Indicators KG Primary Middle High 

 

Curriculum design and implementation  Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

Curriculum adaptation  Very Good Good Good Good 

The quality of curriculum design and implementation is very good. The school 

follows the French National Curriculum. It is broad and balanced and is fully 

implemented in all grades. The KG curriculum is focused on engaging children, 

helping them to apply their skills and develop as independent learners. The school’s 

approach to teaching children a second language is highly effective. Groups are 

rearranged so that children receive lessons in English for 2 days a week to immerse 

them in the language.  

In primary, middle and high grades, the curriculum is planned to ensure progression 

in all subjects and the school identifies skills lists at the end of each cycle. The range 
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of curricular options is notably large. Students are offered Latin, Spanish, German 

and philosophy. Technology has been introduced in the middle school. A small 

number of lessons are taught in English, as, for example, in mathematics and 

history. The three streams of baccalaureat (science, economics and social science 

and literature) are offered in the high school. Links between subjects are planned 

carefully; for example, between French and art, French and science, economics and 

geography and art and history. The school regularly reviews the curriculum during 

meetings at whole school, phase and department levels. 

The curriculum is planned to meet the needs of most students. In most lessons, 

students complete the same tasks independently. The school provides students in 

the middle school phase opportunities to work in groups on a long term research 

project to provide additional challenge for more able students, and to encourage all 

students in working independently and developing research skills. 

 Students with SEN are provided with very good support in withdrawal groups. A 

wide range of extra-curricular activities are offered. Three staff have been employed 

to develop sports and cultural activities after school hours. Consequently, students 

play football, volleyball, handball, badminton, swimming, basketball. They also 

participate in karate, capoeira (a Brazilian martial art that combines elements of 

dance, acrobatics and music), oriental dance, theatre and ballet activities.  

The majority of students have a good understanding of the culture and values of the 

UAE. They participate in the National Day event each year; and celebrate an ‘Arabic 

language day’. Emirati social studies is taught through history and geography 

lessons.  
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Performance Standard 5: The protection, care, guidance and support 
of students 

The protection, care, guidance and 

support of students Indicators 
KG Primary Middle High 

 

Health and safety, including 

arrangements for child protection/ 

safeguarding  

Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

Care and support Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

The school’s care, protection, support and guidance for students is very good. The 

procedures for Child Protection are clear to school staff, parents and students and 

training is provided for all staff who apply the procedures effectively. Systems are 

regularly reviewed and the school policy is clearly defined. The school has a very 

strong ethos of care for the welfare of the students. The school counsellor monitors 

behaviour and bullying and the school is rigorous in applying policies to prevent 

incidents inside the school. The students’ council also help by monitoring the school 

during different breaks. 

The school is safe and security is very rigorous. The buildings are clean and hygienic. 

No lifts are provided for students with physical difficulties. The nurse effectively 

promotes students’ awareness about living healthy lifestyle such as personal 

hygiene, obesity and healthy food. Regular medical check-ups are undertaken. The 

clinic is well equipped with thirteen first aid boxes. Medicines are kept safely and all 

incidents are logged. Students are referred to the counsellor for support and 

guidance.  Access to school buses is well managed by staff.  

The relationships between school members and students are based on respect and 

trust. The school successfully promotes high standards of attendance and 

punctuality. The school ethos is supportive of excellent behaviour; bullying or 

misbehaviour is very infrequent. The identification and provision for G&T is well 

developed. Students are given support within the SEN room and also inside their 

respective classrooms. KG children are well supported in joining the school to 

ensure that they settle quickly; guidance and support for students in Grades 10, 11 

and 12 is very good. Students visit the Sorbonne and other universities They also 

attend careers events to support their future choices.  
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Performance Standard 6: Leadership and management 

Leadership and management Indicators 

The effectiveness of leadership  Very Good 

Self-evaluation and improvement planning Very Good 

Partnerships with parents and the community Very Good 

Governance Very Good 

Management, staffing, facilities and resources Very Good 

Leadership and management is very good. The principal and two vice-principals are 

a cohesive team. They share the vision and ambition for continuous improvement. 

Staff, parents and students also play an important role in setting the school’s 

strategic direction by their participation in producing the school development plan 

(SDP). The school is the hub for all French schools in the Middle East and India 

region. Continuous Professional Development for 26 schools in the region is 

organised by the school, who also provide much of the training. Teachers from the 

school have presented talks on the teaching of Arabic and English as a second 

language to Abu Dhabi schools on the invitation of ADEC. Relationships within the 

school are harmonious. Morale is high.  

The school has a clear understanding of its performance. Senior leaders are very 

aware of good practice in teaching and learning. School evaluation evidence is 

accurate despite a few grades in the SEF (Self-evaluation Form) being too generous. 

The SDP is well organised with very clear links to the recommendations from the 

previous report. Subject leaders do not have a role to monitor provision through 

lesson observations of teachers in their department, as in all French schools. Senior 

leaders meet with subject leaders very regularly to monitor provision and outcomes. 

The French Inspector for the region is based in the school. He plays a very important 

role in supporting senior leaders in monitoring teaching. He has been especially 

supportive in ensuring that teaching and learning in subjects taught in Arabic is 

improving.  Attainment in Arabic is now good and students make good progress in 

subjects taught in Arabic across the school. Leaders have taken major steps to 

improve buildings. A block of former staff apartments has been refurbished to 

provide more teaching spaces and the school is currently building a new block on 

the site of a former Japanese school.  The school demonstrates a very good capacity 

for sustained continuous improvement. 

There is an active Parent Council group and parents or guardians sit on most of the 
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schools’ committees. There is a clear system for them to contact teachers through 

the school website platform or by telephone. Communication with parents has 

increased so that they are kept aware of their child’s grades, absence and schedules. 

Staff and parents were polled to determine the core value of the school. The 

response to the Parent Questionnaires was very small, 55 in total. The main areas of 

concern were about:  provision for extra – curricular activities, which has now been 

resolved; students’ performance in art courses; issues with a very small minority of 

teachers. Most parents expressed very positive views of the school. The school 

collaborates with other French schools in different emirates to undertake projects in 

mathematics.  

The school’s senior leaders are employed by, and accountable to, the French 

Embassy.  They are held to account robustly by the AEFE (Agency for French 

Education Abroad) Board in France, the ‘Conseil d’Etablissement’ (school board) and 

by the French Inspector based in the school.  

Leaders ensure that the school runs very smoothly on a day-to-day basis. All staff are 

suitably qualified. KG classes have a teacher and learning assistant. Premises are 

being enhanced to improve the learning environment. Buildings are clean and safe. 

Resources for learning technology have been significantly increased.  
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What the school should do to improve further: 

1. Consistently challenge all students, especially high achievers, to develop their 

critical thinking and independent learning skills by: 

i. using assessment data to plan tasks that are suitable to the needs of 

different groups 

ii. asking open questions that challenge students to think deeply and 

answer in depth more frequently 

iii. enabling students to collaborate with their peers to solve problems 

iv. focusing more in lessons on learning rather than teaching. 

2. Fully embed students’ awareness, understanding and respect for the values 

of Islam and the heritage and culture of the UAE. 

 

3. Continue to raise students’ achievement and the quality of teaching and 

learning, especially in subjects taught in Arabic, including Islamic Education 

and social studies by: 

i. continuing to provide professional development for teachers of Arabic 

subjects  

ii. monitoring lessons, setting teachers targets for improvement and 

monitoring the impact. 


