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School Information  

School Profile 

School Name: Lycée Louis Massignon 

School ID: 9038 
School phases: KG - High 

School Council: **  

School curriculum: * French Fee range and 

category* 

AED 25,000 – AED 45,900 

(medium to high) 

Address: 

Al Rabdan 

Street,  

Abu Dhabi 
Email: 

louismassignon@abudhabi.a

dek.ae 

 

Telephone: 
+971 (2) 444 

8085 
Website: Llm.ae 

    

Staff Information 

Total number of 

teachers 
82 Turnover rate 15% 

Number of teaching 

assistants 
27 

Teacher- student 

ratio 
1:21  

    

Students’ Information 

Total number of 

students 
1737 Gender Boys and Girls 

% of Emirati students 5% 
% of SEN 

students 
6% 

% of largest 

nationality groups 
French: 45% Lebanese: 10% Canadian: 6% 

% of students per 

phase 

KG Primary Middle High 

20% 35% 27% 18% 

    

Inspection Details 

Inspection 

date: 
from 

19/06/1440 
to: 

22/06/1440 

24/02/2019 27/02/2019 

Number of lessons 

observed: 
123 

Number of joint 

lessons observed: 
35 

*Relevant for Private schools only 

** Relevant for Government schools only 

  

mailto:louismassignon@abudhabi.adek.ae
mailto:louismassignon@abudhabi.adek.ae
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The overall performance of the school: 

 A new senior leadership team is in place since the last inspection. The principal is in his 

second year,  and the head of primary assumed his position this academic year. Around half 

the students speak French as an additional language. Most students are learning to speak 

English and/or Arabic as an additional language,  and have been learning to speak Arabic and 

English between one and ten years.  

 The overall performance of the school is very good. Achievement is very good overall, due to 

very good teaching and curriculum provision. Students’ personal development is outstanding, 

as are arrangements for students’ health, safety, and care. Leadership and management are 

very good overall. The school self-evaluation, and subsequent development plan, clearly set 

out strengths and areas for improvement. Communication with and involvement of parents, 

particularly in the school’s governance, are outstanding. 

 

Performance 

Standard 1 

Students’ Achievement 

Judgment  Very Good Change from previous 

inspection   

No Change 

Justifications  Achievement is very good overall. Achievement is outstanding in French, 

mathematics and science, and humanities and technology in middle and 

high school. Achievement is good in Islamic education and Arabic. 

 All groups of students make equally very good progress overall. 

 Students’ learning skills are very good overall. However, students do not 

use learning technologies routinely in lessons in primary. 

 

Performance 

Standard 2 

Students’ personal and social development, and their 

innovation skills 

Judgment  Outstanding Change from previous 

inspection   

Improved 

Justifications  Students’ have very responsible attitudes, excellent behaviour, and a 

deep understanding of healthy lifestyles. Attendance is outstanding. 

 Students’ have in-depth understanding of their own,  UAE and other 

world cultures.  

 Students’ have an excellent work ethic and environmental awareness. 

They willingly take on leadership and enterprise roles within the school.  

 

Performance 

Standard 3 

Teaching and Assessment 

Judgment  Very Good Change from previous 

inspection  

No Change 

Justifications  Teachers’ questioning promotes students’ deeper critical thinking, and 

problem-solving skills. It does not always promote extended oral 

responses in Islamic education, Arabic and English. 

 Lessons meet the needs of most students. However, assessment data 

is not always used effectively to adapt activities for students with special 

educational needs (SEN). 
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 Lessons in Islamic education and Arabic do not always provide 

opportunities for students to learn collaboratively, and to be creative and 

innovative. 

 

Performance 

Standard 4 

Curriculum 

Judgment  Very Good Change from previous 

inspection   

No Change 

Justifications  The curriculum includes a considerable variety of subjects, and an 

extensive range of extra-curricular activities.  

 Cross-curricular links are planned across most subjects. Links between 

French and UAE social studies promote students’ understanding of both 

cultures and society extremely well.  

 Curriculum modifications are mostly successful, but not yet highly 

effective in Islamic education, Arabic and, to develop oracy, in English. 

 

Performance 

Standard 5 

The protection, care, guidance and support of students 

Judgment  Outstanding Change from previous 

inspection   

Improved 

Justifications  Health and safety, including safeguarding arrangements and recording 

procedures, are robust. 

 Support and guidance for students’ academic and personal 

development, behaviour and attendance are highly effective.   

 The identification and monitoring of SEN and G&T students’ needs are 

robust. G&T students’ needs are met in lessons and through an 

extensive range of options and extra-curricular activities. Occasionally, 

SEN students’ needs are not met in lessons. 

 

Performance 

Standard 6 

Leadership and management 

Judgment  Very Good Change from previous 

inspection   

No Change 

Justifications  The principal, leadership teams and teachers have successfully led 

improvements to students’ academic and personal achievements.  

 Self-evaluation and school development planning are rigorous and, in 

most subjects, very well-focused on raising student achievement.  

 Outstanding communication and involvement with parents enable them 

to play an active role in their children’s education. 
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Progress made since last inspection and capacity to improve 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Students’ achievement is now outstanding in French, science and mathematics in all 

phases, and in technology, history and geography in middle and high schools. 

 Students’ personal development, arrangements for protection, care and guidance of 

students, and parent partnerships have all improved since the last inspection.  

 High levels of challenge and teachers’ questioning now develop students’ critical 

thinking in most subjects and lessons. However, teachers’ questions do not yet always 

promote extended answers to improve students’ oracy, and collaboration skills in 

Arabic and English. 

 Comprehensive links between moral education, UAE and French social studies now 

promote students’ very good respect and understanding for their own, UAE and other 

world cultures. Achievement in social studies is now very good overall. 

 The school continues to provide professional development for teachers of Arabic 

subjects. However, it does not yet focus sufficiently on learning rather than teaching. 

Achievement in Islamic education and Arabic remains good overall. 

 Assessment is now used effectively in most subjects to meet students’ learning needs. 

However, it is not yet used consistently well to adapt tasks for all groups of students, 

including in Arabic second language, and students  with SEN. 

 The school has very good capacity to improve, reflected in successful implementation 

of the school’s recommendations from the previous inspection. 

Previous 

Inspection: 

Very Good 

Current 

Inspection: 

Very Good 
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Provision for Reading  

 

 The school has three libraries, all of which have books in French, Arabic and 

English. The attractive CDI (Centre de documentation et d’information) is for Grade 

6 to Grade 12 students.  Students borrow books to take home regularly. 

 The CDI contains more than 15,000 fiction and non-fiction books. It is open 

throughout the school day to support students’ and teachers’ independent study. 

However, its top-floor position limits accessibility for all students. Students in 

kindergarten and primary visit one of two libraries situated in their building 

frequently, to listen to stories and enjoy reading. 

 All students have a dedicated reading time, in one of the three libraries, to read for 

pleasure and for research. All classes have small reading areas.  In kindergarten, 

children borrow books in French, Arabic and English for family reading.   

 The school has a reading plan for French and English that includes guided reading, 

storytelling and dictation activities.  No plan for reading was available for Arabic.  

 Teachers and teaching assistants are trained to teach reading, including phonics, 

in English and Arabi,.  

 The school tracks and benchmarks students’ progress closely against internal and 

external assessments.  

 The school promotes reading through book fairs, visiting authors and competitions, 

such as the ’35 young writers’ for more-able students. 
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Key areas of strength and areas for improvements: 

Key areas of strength  

 The principal’s and the staff team’s very clear vision and high expectations, which 

have led to several school improvements. 

 Students’ achievement, particularly in French, science, mathematics, and most 

other subjects. 

 Students’ very positive and responsible attitudes which are major contributors to 

their excellent behaviour and successful achievement. 

 Teaching that develops students’ independent learning skills. 

 Cross-curricular projects that add interest and purpose for learning. 

 The very effective health, safety, protection and care of students.  

 Communication with, and involvement of, parents. 

Key areas for improvement 

  Further improve student achievement to outstanding in all subjects, particularly 

Arabic and Islamic education by: 

- providing opportunities for students to learn collaboratively, and to be creative 

and innovative in Islamic education and Arabic 

- providing more opportunities for students to engage in collaborative in-depth 

discussions in Islamic education, Arabic and English lessons 

- increasing students’ use of learning technologies in lessons in the primary 

phase 

- developing a strategic plan that includes targets for students’ achievement 

against which to measure success. 

  Extend best teaching and assessment practices to all subjects to fully promote 

students’ high achievement by: 

- ensuring learning activities match the needs of all groups of students, 

including Arabic second language students and those with SEN 

- extending the sharing of best practice beyond staff-training activities 

- extending the role of subject leadership teams in school-evaluation and 

improvement planning practices. 
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Performance Standard 1: Students’ Achievement 

Indicators: KG Primary Middle High 

Islamic 

Education 

Attainment 
N/A Good Good Acceptable 

Progress 
N/A Good Good Acceptable 

 

Arabic 

(as a First 

Language) 

Attainment 
Good Good Good Good 

Progress 
Good Good Good Good 

Arabic 

(as additional 

Language) * 

Attainment 
Good Very Good Good Good 

Progress 
Good Very Good Good Good 

 

 

Social Studies  

Attainment 
N/A Very Good Very Good N/A 

Progress 
N/A Very Good Very Good N/A 

 

 

English  

Attainment 
Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

Progress 
Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

 

Language of 

instruction 

French 

Attainment 
Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

Progress 
Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

 

 

Mathematics  

Attainment 
Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

Progress 
Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

 

 

Science  

Attainment 
Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

Progress Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

Other subjects 

(Art, Music, PE) 

Attainment 
Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

Progress Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

Learning Skills 
Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

*Relevant for Private schools only 
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 Students’ achievement  in Islamic education is good overall. 

Achievement is acceptable in the high school.  

 End-of-term 1 assessments  indicate outstanding attainment. 2018 

MOE Grade 12 assessments indicate weak attainment. In lessons and 

in students’ recent work, attainment has improved overall and is now 

good in primary and middle, because the majority attain levels that are 

above curriculum standards. Attainment remains acceptable in the high 

school.  

 Students have good knowledge and understanding of Islamic 

concepts. They understand the main ideas and the content of grade-

related verses and Hadeeth. By the end of primary, students can 

identify the pillars of faith and discuss  pilgrimage procedures in depth.  

By the end of middle school, students can relate their good 

understanding of the Seerah to Islamic ethics and conduct. In high 

school, students’ recitation skills and application of Tajweed rules are 

less well developed. 

Most student groups make good progress. High school students are 

not enabled to engage in-depth discussions to build their 

understanding beyond grade level expectations.   

  

A
ra

b
ic

 

 Students’ achievement in Arabic as a first language (AFL) and Arabic 

as a second language (ASL) is good overall.   Arabic SL achievement 

is very good in primary . 

 End-of-term 1  and 2018 MOE Grade 12  examination results indicate 

outstanding attainment.  However, in lessons and in students’ recent 

work, attainment is good in both Arabic FL and Arabic SL, because the 

majority attain levels that are above curriculum standards.  In primary 

grades,  Arabic SL students’ attainment is very good.  

 The  majority of students learning Arabic FL can read fluently, answer 

comprehension questions correctly and define the meaning of words. 

Most can write sentences and short paragraphs by the end of primary. 

Students learning Arabic SL can read and copy words and simple 

sentences. Overall, extended writing using correct spellings and 

grammar is less well developed.  Across the school, students do not 

always pronounce words correctly when speaking standard Arabic, 

especially Arabic SL students in older grades..  

 Most student groups make good progress. Arabic SL students in 

primary make very good progress.    

  

S
o
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 Students’ achievement in social studies has improved and is now very 

good.  

 End-of-term 1  assessments indicate outstanding attainment. In 

lessons and in students’ work, attainment is very good because a large 

majority attain levels that are above curriculum standards.  

 Students  have very good grade-related knowledge and understanding 

of UAE society. They can discuss historical events and also current 

incidents and issues which they relate to their own and people’s lives. 
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Students are also able to make comparisons between UAE and  French 

society, landmarks and culture, and this strengthens their 

understanding.  Older students’ understanding of historical events and 

their impact on economy, politics and organizations is very secure. 

 Most groups of students make very good progress. 

  

E
n

g
li
s
h

 

 Students’ achievement in English is very good. 

 End-of-term 1  assessments and  2017/18 Grade 12 Baccalauréat 

results indicate  outstanding attainment is,   

 However, in lessons and in students’ recent work, attainment is very 

good  in listening, speaking, reading and writing because the large 

majority of students attain above curriculum standards. Students do not 

always use connectives when speaking. Extended writing is less well 

developed in primary grades.   

 Students make marginally faster progress in middle and high school. 

Students’ preparation for their final examinations in Grade 12 helps 

them to read, analyse and study text in depth, and this also helps them 

produce high standards in writing. Most groups make very good 

progress but this speeds up for more-able students in middle and high.  
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 Students’ achievement in French has improved and is outstanding,  

 End-of-term 1 assessments and  2018 examination for Grade 9 in 

Diplome National du Brevet (DNB), Grade 11 in  Épreuve Anticipée de 

Français (EAF) and  Grade 12 in Baccalauréat, indicate students’ 

attainment is outstanding.  

 In lessons and in students’ recent work, attainment is outstanding 

because most students attain above curriculum standards in listening, 

speaking, reading and writing.  

 Students develop excellent speaking skills through group and class 

discussion, debates and role-plays, and excellent reading and 

comprehension skills through numerous reading opportunities. 

Students’ extended writing skills develop systematically across a range 

of genres, including correct use of spelling, grammar and punctuation. 

Grade 12 students have high-level writing skills.  However, the writing 

of Grade 11 students does not always include detailed convincing 

argument.  

 Most groups of students make outstanding progress. 
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 Students’ achievement in mathematics has improved and is now 

outstanding.  

 End-of-term 1 assessments and 2017-2018 Baccalauréat and Brevet 

examination results indicate outstanding attainment. In lessons and in 

students’ recent work, attainment is outstanding overall because most 

students attain above curriculum standards.  

 Students in all phases have very good age-related understanding of 

number, shape, space and measures. This, and their increasingly 

secure understanding of number relationships and place value, helps 

them to calculate mentally quickly to solve challenging number 

problems. In middle and high school, students use formulae confidently 

to solve mathematical problems related to shape, measures, and 

probability. Students decide for themselves which strategy to use to 

solve problems, but they do not check routinely whether someone has 

used a better strategy in order to refine their own choices. 

 Most groups of students make outstanding progress across the school.  

  

S
c
ie

n
c
e

 

 Students’ achievement in science has improved and is now 

outstanding.  

 End-of-term 1 assessments and 2017-2018 Baccalauréat and Brevet 

examination results indicate outstanding attainment. In lessons and in 

students’ recent work, attainment is outstanding because most 

students attain above curriculum standards.  

 Students have very secure grade-related knowledge and 

understanding of scientific concepts.  All students have excellent 

investigation and practical laboratory skills, because all scientific 

knowledge is taught through exploration in KG and younger primary 

grades, and through more focused investigations and experiments as 

students get older.  In middle and high school, students often plan and 

carry out investigations to answer scientific questions they raise 

themselves. Most students use scientific terminology to present and 

explain their learning clearly.  
 Most groups make outstanding progress. Children who speak French 

as an additional language make slower progress initially because they 

find it difficult to understand and use scientific terminology. 
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 Students’ achievement in other subjects is very good overall. It is 

outstanding in technology, and humanities (history and geography) in 

middle and high school. 

 In lessons and students’ work, a large majority of students attain above 

curriculum expectations.  

 In art, students develop a wide range of painting, collage and modelling 

skills, and create high-quality work.  

 In physical education, students develop very good techniques in sport 

and performance skills in dance. However, they do not always develop 

skills to the same high level in all grades.  

 Students have very good performance skills in music. In primary, 

students sing a range of cultural and traditional songs. Students in 

middle school compose using digital technology. 

 In humanities and geography in middle and high school, students work 

at a high level. In history, most students in Grade 9 can describe events 

leading up to the Cuban missile crisis and discuss the merits of possible 

responses. In geography, students show awareness of issues of 

physical and human geography, such as why people live in hazardous 

areas.  

 In ICT, middle school students can program robots to move and change 

direction independently and high school students create simple 

websites. Students’ ICT skills in elementary are less well developed  

 Most groups of students make very good progress. 

  

L
e
a
rn
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g
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k
il
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 Students engage fully  in lessons. In most subjects, they take full 

responsibility for  completing tasks on time and to a high standard. 

 Students collaborate very well, often completing group projects to 

reflect their learning in lessons. This is less well developed in Islamic 

education and Arabic. 

 Students make meaningful connections between subjects, and to real-

life, particularly in French, social studies, mathematics, science and 

humanities.   

 Students have very good critical thinking, problem-solving, innovation 

and creative skills overall. Students in middle and high school use 

learning technologies regularly for independent research and 

completing their work. This is less well-developed in primary. 
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Subjects Relative Strengths Areas of Improvements 

Islamic 

Education 

 Students’ understanding of 

Islamic concepts. 

 Students’ understanding of 

the prophet’s life (Sera). 

 Students’ recitation skills,  and 

application of Tajweed rules. 

 High school students’ engagement 

in-depth discussion to deepen their 

understanding. 

 

Arabic 

 Students’ reading skills. 

 ASL students’ achievement in 

primary. 

 Students’ accurate pronunciation 

and use of standard Arabic when 

speaking. 

 Students’ extended writing using 

correct spellings and grammar. 

Social Studies 

 Students’ understanding of 

UAE and French society and 

cultures.  

 Older students’ understanding 

of historical events and their 

impact on economy, politics 

and organizations. 

 Students’ progress in UAE social 

studies that are taught in Arabic. 

 Students’ consistent progress 

across all grades. 

English 

 Students’ reading skills. 

 Grade 12 students’ writing 

skills. 

 Students’ use of connectives in their 

spoken English. 

 Students’ extended writing in 

primary. 

French 

 Students’ speaking skills. 

 Students’ reading 

comprehension skills. 

 Grade 11 students’ writing;  to 

include detailed convincing 

argument.  

 

Mathematics 

 Students’ mental calculation 

skills. 

 Students’ use of formulae to 

solve mathematical problems. 

 Students’ ability to evaluate the best 

strategy to solve problems. 

Science 

 Students’ knowledge and 

understanding of scientific 

concepts. 

 Students’ scientific 

investigation, and practical 

laboratory skills. 

 Students’ use of scientific language 

in KG and lower primary grades. 

Other subjects: 

 Students’ creativity in art. 

 Students’  ability to  program 

robots in technology. 

 Students’ development of 

technology skills in primary. 

 

Learning skills 

 Students’ ability to make 

meaningful connections 

between subjects. 

 Students’ problem-solving and 

critical thinking skills. 

 Students’ use of learning 

technologies in primary. 

 Collaborative learning in Islamic 

education and Arabic. 
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Performance Standard 2: Students’ personal and social 

development and their innovation skills  

Indicators: KG Primary Middle High 

Personal development Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

Understanding of Islamic values and 

awareness of Emirati and world cultures  
Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

Social responsibility and innovation skills  Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

 Overall, students’ personal and social development, and their innovation skills are outstanding. Their 

understanding of Islamic values and awareness of Emirati culture is very good.  

 Students’ very positive and responsible attitudes, excellent relationships and exemplary behaviour 

make a strong contribution to their improving achievement.  Students from all cultures and abilities get 

along very well. Students cannot recall any incidents of bullying. 

 Students frequently initiate and participate in activities that promote safe and healthy lifestyles. They 

work with the canteen contractor to sell healthy food and drinks, such as fruit, soup, yoghurt and water. 

Obesity levels are very low. All students take part in PE and swimming, are very active at breaks, and 

a large majority participate in after-school sports clubs and activities. 

 Students are punctual and, at 98%, attendance is outstanding. 

 Students’ are very knowledgeable and deeply respectful of  UAE, their own and other world cultures. 

Their appreciation of Islamic values is reflected in their excellent conduct. However, their 

understanding of how Islamic values relate to everyday life in the UAE is less well developed. 

 Students have an excellent work ethic, a great sense of social responsibility and participate in 

numerous community events.  They are actively involved in innovation in lessons.  

 In lessons and school projects, students initiate and take innovative actions to protect their 

environment, such as recycling, using food wastes from the canteen for compost, and participating in 

an electricity consumption project. The Eco delegates have an enterprise project to sell recyclable 

items, to buy a water fountain to fill refillable bottles and soccer balls to promote fitness. 

 

Areas of Relative Strength: 

 Students’ responsibility for their learning and behaviour.  

 Students’ social contribution and active  involvement in enterprise and entrepreneurial projects. 

 

Areas for Improvement: 

 Students’ deeper understanding of Islamic values and how these relate to life.  
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Performance Standard 3: Teaching and assessment 

Indicators: KG Primary Middle High 

Teaching for effective learning  Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

Assessment  Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

 The quality of teaching and assessment is very good overall. It is outstanding in French, science, and 

mathematics, and good in Islamic education and Arabic.  

 Teachers consistently provide interesting and challenging activities that motivate and engage 

students, especially in science, mathematics and French. They use time and resources efficiently in 

most lessons. Most lessons include opportunities for students to learn collaboratively, solve problems 

and to be innovative and creative. This is less so in Islamic education and Arabic.  

 Teachers’ very good subject knowledge enables them to pose questions that deepen students’ 

understanding and critical thinking. During whole-class discussions, students consider and share one 

another’s thoughts and ideas. Occasionally, teachers do not give students time to think and to make 

more considered responses.  

 The school uses internal and external assessments to measure and benchmark students’ attainment 

accurately against national and international standards.  

 Teachers use the information from assessments to plan lessons that meet the needs of almost all 

students.  Occasionally tasks are not differentiated for students with SEN and more-able students. 

This is inconsistent in Arabic, Islamic education and a few English lessons.   

 Teachers provide very detailed and effective verbal feedback in lessons to help students improve. 

However, written feedback to help them improve their work independently is inconsistent. 

 

Areas of Relative Strength: 

 Interesting and challenging activities, in most subjects, that promote problem solving, innovation and 

creativity. 

 Teachers’ questioning which promotes students’ deeper critical thinking. 

 

Areas for Improvement: 

 Teachers’ consistent use of assessment to plan learning activities that meet students’ different 

needs,  especially in Arabic, Islamic education and English. 

 Students’ collaborative, creative and innovative learning in Islamic education and Arabic. 

 

 

  



 

16 
 

Performance Standard 4: Curriculum 

Indicators: KG Primary Middle High 

Curriculum design and implementation  Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

Curriculum adaptation  Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good 

 Overall, the quality of the curriculum is very good.  

 The curriculum is very broad and balanced. Curriculum planning ensures progression in the acquisition 

of knowledge and development of skills.  

 A very varied range of subjects provide students with extensive choices. The curriculum includes 

project-based learning to promote innovation and very good learning skills in most subjects. The 

curriculum aligns very well with the school’s core vision and values. 

 Cross-curricular links enable students to transfer learning between different subjects. For example, 

teaching elements of UAE socials studies in French  has helped improve achievement. Extra-curricular 

activities enhance students’ academic and personal development, and talents. Older students take 

part in work experience to prepare them for the world of work.  

 Regular reviews of the curriculum ensure coverage and compliance with French and UAE 

requirements. The current priority to improve students’ oracy skills is being successful in French, but 

less so in Arabic and English. The use of learning technologies to support learning is still developing 

in the primary school.  

 Modifications of the curriculum for students who are gifted and talented, and those with SEN are mostly 

successful. Project-based learning, competitions and activities such as ‘Young Reporters’ and eco-

delegates provide opportunities for enterprise and innovation.  

 The curriculum provides many opportunities for students to develop a deep understanding of UAE 

society and culture 

 Moral education is taught very well.  Students know right from wrong and how moral values such as 

responsibility, honesty and respect for others impact on society. 

Areas of Relative Strength: 

 Curricular choice for students, including the planning for creativity, innovation, and enhancement. 

 Extra-curricular activities.. 

Areas for Improvement: 

 Review of the curriculum in Islamic education, Arabic, and English to further promote oracy and 

independent learning. 

 Integration of learning technology within subjects in primary. 
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Performance Standard 5: The Protection, care, guidance and 

support of students 

Indicators: KG Primary Middle High 

Health and safety, including arrangements 

for child protection/ safeguarding  
Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

Care and support 
Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

 Overall, the protection, care, guidance and support of students are outstanding. 

 The school has rigorous safeguarding and training arrangements, including for child protection,  which 

are understood and followed by staff, parents and students.   

 Health and safety managers conduct frequent and thorough checks of the premises. They keep 

detailed and comprehensive records of findings and actions. Supervision is exceptionally well 

managed; staff are highly visible throughout the day to ensure students’ safety and wellbeing. The 

premises provide excellent facilities for learning, but not all areas are accessible for students and 

adults with mobility needs.  

 The school has highly-effective systems for managing behaviour, attendance and punctuality. The 

whole staff deliver activities that encourage students to lead healthy lives.  

 The school has comprehensive procedures, which fully involve parents and the student, for identifying 

students with special educational needs (SEN) and gifted and talented students. Gifted and talented 

students participate in an extensive range of projects, competitions, activities and leadership 

opportunities both in and outside lessons. Students with SEN have specific plans of schooling (PPS) 

or personalised adaptation plans (PAP) developed and reviewed every six weeks by the ‘Vie Scholaire’ 

department, in partnership with school leaders, teachers, parents and students. Additional adults 

provide very good support in lessons to help them make very good progress. Occasionally, tasks are 

not modified in lessons.  

 The school provides personalised support for students’ wellbeing. Students receive excellent guidance 

for their future education and careers through internet research, listening to speakers about different 

careers, visits to universities and work placements and visiting job fairs. 

 

Areas of Relative Strength: 

 Highly effective systems that promote outstanding behaviour, health, and attendance. 

 Support and guidance for students’ personal development, including excellent further education and 

careers advice. 

 

Areas for Improvement: 

 Accessibility to all areas of the buildings. 

 Consistent modification of tasks and resources for students with SEN in lessons. 
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Performance Standard 6: Leadership and management 

Indicators: 

The effectiveness of leadership  Very Good 

Self-evaluation and improvement planning Very Good 

Partnerships with parents and the community Outstanding 

Governance* Very Good 

Management, staffing, facilities and resources Very Good 

 The overall quality of leadership and management is very good.  

 The principal and leadership team have shared their high expectations for student achievement and 

personal development with staff, governors, parents and students successfully. Subject leadership is 

very effective in most subjects. Leadership of Islamic education and Arabic is less effective in ensuring 

teaching promotes students’ higher achievement. 

 Self-evaluation and school development planning are rigorous and detailed. Subject leadership teams 

are fully involved in school evaluation and improvement planning practices. Subsequent action plans are 

accurate, but do not always include measurable improvement targets.  

 The monitoring and development of teaching is systematic, through observations by the resident 

inspector from AEFE (Agency for French Education Abroad), and by lead teachers from the school and 

the network of French schools. The information is used to identify comprehensive training programs.  

 Parents participate in numerous school events and activities. Newsletters, curriculum information, 

electronic messaging and detailed reports keep all parents fully informed about policies, school events, 

what their children’s learning.  There are very strong links with local, national and international schools, 

and with the community, including with Sports Action who promote sports activities in school, the UAE 

and abroad.  

 The school is directly accountable to the AEFE who conduct regular inspections.  The school board 

(Conseil d’Etablissement) meets four times a year and includes representatives from the French 

Embassy, parents, staff, students and the local community.  Members of the school board attend sub-

committee meetings, ask rigorous questions about the school’s performance and understand the school’s 

strengths and areas for improvement.  

 The school runs smoothly. Staff are well qualified and deployed very effectively. The building has high-

quality, mostly accessible, specialist facilities. A varied range of resources supports students’ learning 

very effectively, although students in primary grades do not have regular access to learning technologies. 

 The school promotes students’ attainment in French examinations that are benchmarked against 

international standards. The school does not engage in ADEK’s Question-a-Day initiative. 

 

Areas of Relative Strength: 

 The principal’s leadership  of  improvements in students’ achievement and personal development. 

 Parent partnerships and governance arrangements. 

Areas for Improvement: 

 School strategic planning that includes measurable improvement targets and focuses priorities and 

actions more consistently in Arabic and Islamic education on expected outcomes in students’ 

achievement. 

 Accessibility of all facilities. 

*Relevant for Private schools only 


