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General Information  Students 

School ID 166 
Total number of 

students 
447 

Opening year of 

school 
2000 

%of students per 

curriculum (if 

applicable) 

Main 

Curriculum 
American  

Other 

Curriculum 
----- 

Principal Wafaa Salama 

Number of 

students in other 

phases  

KG 172 

Primary
: 

263 

Middle: 12 

High: 0 

School telephone +971 (0)3 780 5554 Age range 3 to 11 years 

School Address Falaj Hazza, Al Ain 
Grades or Year 

Groups 
KG1 to Grade 6   

Official email (ADEC) 
mbknahyangen.pvt@adec

.ac.ae  
Gender Boys and girls 

School website -------- 
% of Emirati 

Students 
58% 

Fee ranges (per 

annum) 

Low 

(AED 12,670 to AED 17,780) 

Largest nationality 

groups (%) 

1.  Egyptian: 11% 

2. Jordanian: 6% 

3. Syrian: 5% 
 

Licensed Curriculum  Staff 

Main Curriculum American  
Number of 

teachers 
37 

Other Curriculum 

(if applicable) 
------- 

Number of 

teaching  assistants 

(TAs) 

13 

External Exams/ 

Standardised tests 
IOWA tests 

Teacher-student 

ratio 

KG/ FS 1:20 

Other phases 1:25 

Accreditation -------- Teacher turnover 10% 

  

Inspection Date October 17, 2016 to October 20, 2016 

Date of previous inspection October 20, 2014 to October 22, 2014 

 Mohammed Bin Khalid Al Nahyan Generations School 

(Candara 12) 

mailto:mbknahyangen.pvt@adec.ac.ae
mailto:mbknahyangen.pvt@adec.ac.ae
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Introduction 

Inspection activities 

Number of inspectors 

deployed 
3 

Number of inspection days 4 

Number of lessons observed 78 

Number of joint lesson 

observations  
10 

Number of parents’ 

questionnaires 
61; response rate: 20.8% 

Details of other inspection 

activities  

The inspection team held meetings with the principal, 

other senior staff, governors, teachers and other 

members of staff. They reviewed a wide range of school 

documentation and students’ coursework. Inspectors 

attended assemblies and spoke to parents and students. 

They observed other school activities, arrivals and 

departures.  

 

School 

School Aims 

‘Preparing students that are lifetime learners, global 

citizens, and qualified to pursue their ambitions.’ 

School vision and mission 

‘Providing all students with positive educational 

outcomes through high quality teaching, using best 

practices, technology, and international standards.’ 

Admission Policy 
The school does not use tests to determine entry and is 

non selective. 

Leadership structure 

(ownership, governance and 

management) 

The school is governed by a Board of Governors acting on 

behalf of the school’s proprietor. The senior leadership 

team comprises a principal, a vice principal, heads of KG 

and lower primary, co-ordinators for English, 

mathematics and science, and a leader for MoE subjects. 
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SEN Details (Refer to ADEC SEN Policy and Procedures) 

SEN Category 

Number of students 

identified through external 

assessments  

Number of other students 

identified by the school 

internally 

Intellectual disability 2 0 

Specific Learning Disability 1 0 

Emotional and Behaviour 
Disorders (ED/ BD) 

0 2 

Autism Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD) 

7 0 

Speech and Language 
Disorders 

0 2 

Physical and health related 
disabilities 

2 2 

Visually impaired 0 0 

Hearing impaired 0 0 

Multiple disabilities 0 0 

 

G&T Details (Refer to ADEC SEN Policy and Procedures) 

G&T Category 
Number of students 

identified 

Intellectual ability 0 

Subject-specific aptitude (e.g. in science, mathematics, 
languages) 

8 

Social maturity and leadership 2 

Mechanical/ technical/ technological ingenuity 0 

Visual and performing arts (e.g. art, theatre, recitation) 3 

Psychomotor ability (e.g. dance or sport) 1 
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The overall performance of the school 

Inspectors considered the school in relation to 3 performance categories 

Band A High performing (Outstanding, Very Good or Good) 

Band B Satisfactory (Acceptable) 

Band C In need of significant improvement (Weak or Very Weak) 

 

 

 
 

Band A 

High Performing 

Band B 

Satisfactory 

Band C 

In need of significant 
improvement 
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Performance Standard 1:   
 
Students’ achievement 
 

      

Performance Standard 2: 

Students’ personal and 
social development, and 
their innovation skills 

      

Performance Standard 3:  

Teaching and assessment 
      

Performance Standard 4: 

Curriculum 
      

Performance Standard 5:  

The protection, care, 
guidance and support of 
students 

      

Performance Standard 6:  

Leadership and 
management 

      

  
 

    

Summary Evaluation: 
The school’s overall 
performance 

      

School was judged to be:    BAND     B          Acceptable 
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The Performance of the School   

Evaluation of the school’s overall performance 

The overall quality of the school’s performance is acceptable. Students enjoy very 

positive relationships within the school and show this through their good behaviour 

and positive attitudes to learning. Their appreciation of the heritage, culture and 

future vision of the UAE and their understanding of Islamic values are key strengths 

of their learning. Most children begin kindergarten (KG) with knowledge and skills 

that are low when compared to those expected for their age. Their attainment and 

progress become good because of improved teaching since the last inspection. In 

the main school, attainment and progress are acceptable and improving well. 

Students’ personal development is consistently good throughout the school. The 

quality of teaching, assessment and the curriculum are acceptable overall and best 

in the KG. Support for the small number of students with special educational needs 

(SEN) is acceptable overall. The school has been effective in establishing strong 

links with parents and the local community.  

Progress made since last inspection and capacity to improve 

School leaders and staff have worked well together to bring about improvements 

in the school’s practice in a short period of time. The previous inspection found the 

school’s overall effectiveness to be unsatisfactory. Since then, the school has met 

most of the recommendations made in the previous inspection report. This is partly 

because staff have developed a better understanding of the school’s strengths and 

areas for improvement. School leaders now demonstrate the capacity to improve 

the school even further. The quality of education in the KG has now improved from 

acceptable to good overall with more practical resources to enhance learning. 

Leaders now have systems to assess students’ attainment and progress. Teachers 

have raised their expectations of what children can achieve. This improvement is 

also evident in other parts of the school where teachers use assessment 

information more effectively to meet the needs and abilities of students. Students’ 

personal and social development is now good. The school leadership demonstrates 

a strong capacity to lead further improvement. 

Development and promotion of innovation skills 

Staff have reviewed the curriculum to promote important innovation skills but 

these have yet to take hold in most students’ learning. Students at all phases have 

access to computers to support their technology skills. This is helping to create 

opportunities where innovation skills can now be promoted. Presently, however, 

many students are not exposed to the higher level of enquiry and research which 

challenges them to solve problems and to be more innovative in their work.  
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The inspection identified the following as key areas of strength: 

 the capacity of the school leaders to improve the standard of education in 

the school 

 the improvements made in the KG to the quality of education children 

receive 

 the very positive relationships within the school as shown in students’ good 

behaviour and positive attitudes to learning 

 students’ appreciation of the heritage, culture and future vision of the UAE 

and their understanding of Islamic values 

 the strong links with parents and the local community. 

 

The inspection identified the following as key areas for improvement: 

 inconsistency in the quality of teaching and learning throughout the school 

 use of assessment data and curriculum adaptation to  meet  the needs of all 

groups of students, including the gifted and talented and those who require 

additional support  

 opportunities for students to develop their English speaking skills 

 learning experiences to help students develop innovation and problem-

solving skills 

 teachers’ feedback to students on how to improve their work. 
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Performance Standard 1: Students’ Achievement 

Students’ achievement Indicators KG Primary Middle High 

Islamic 

Education 

Attainment Good Good Good  

Progress Good Good Good  

 

Arabic 

(as a First Language) 

Attainment Good Acceptable Acceptable  

Progress Good Acceptable Acceptable  

Arabic 

(as a Second 

Language) 

Attainment Good Acceptable Acceptable  

Progress Good Acceptable Acceptable  

 

 

Social Studies  

Attainment Good Good Good  

Progress Good Good Good  

 

 

English  

Attainment Good Acceptable Acceptable  

Progress Good Acceptable Acceptable  

 

 

Mathematics  

Attainment Good Acceptable Acceptable  

Progress Good Acceptable Acceptable  

 

 

Science  

Attainment Good Good Good  

Progress Good Good Good  

Language of 

instruction (if other 

than English and 

Arabic as First 

Language) 

Attainment N/A N/A N/A  

Progress N/A N/A N/A  

Other subjects 

(Art, Music, PE) 

Attainment Good Acceptable Acceptable  

Progress Good Acceptable Acceptable  

Learning Skills 
(including innovation, creativity, critical 

thinking, communication, problem-

solving and collaboration) 

Good Acceptable Acceptable  



 

 

 

Page 9 of 16 
 

Students’ attainment and progress are acceptable overall and good in the KG. Most 

students attain levels that are in line with curriculum standards in Arabic, English, 

mathematics and other subjects. The majority attain above these levels in Islamic 

education, social studies and science. The school now analyses its own data and other 

examination results to identify trends and patterns. This is making an important 

contribution as the school improves its performance. Most children enter the school 

with knowledge and skills that are low compared to where they are expected to be. 

By the end of KG2, the majority attain levels that are above curriculum and national 

standards. Children now make rapid progress in all aspects of their development 

because of the effective way teachers meet their learning needs. Across the school, 

students with different abilities and needs make similar progress from their starting 

points. 

Attainment in Islamic education is above curriculum levels and age-related standards 

for the majority of students including non–Arabic. Progress over time is good. Since 

the last inspection, the school has introduced daily reading of the Holy Qur’an 

‘telawa’. Most students recite and memorise the verses ‘suras’ fluently. Students 

show good understanding of Islamic values and etiquettes. For example, students in 

a Grade 5 lesson talked knowledgeably about the meaning of the verse they had read, 

showing respect for their families and people around them.  

Attainment in Arabic for both first and second language speakers is broadly in line 

with expectations for most students and better in the KG. The majority of students 

make acceptable progress and a few make better than expected progress. KG 

children make good progress as they learn to recognise letters and their sounds. In 

primary, students can read and write appropriate sentences for their grade, applying 

their language skills well. By Grade 6, most students can read texts and poems 

confidently, exploring new vocabulary and meanings as they go. Second language 

students develop adequate knowledge and skills which enable them to read and write 

simple sentences in Arabic. 

Achievement in social studies is good. The school promotes well the UAE culture and 

heritage. Young children recognise the UAE flag and talk about the local products. As 

they progress through the school, students’ learning consolidates well so that most 

have a good knowledge and understanding of curriculum content by the time they 

leave the school. For example, in Grade 6, students have a good understanding of the 

development of the UAE and make thoughtful links through geography and 

technology to developments taking place more widely in other countries. 

Attainment and progress in English are in line with expected curriculum levels and 

standards for most students, and above for the majority in KG. Students throughout 
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the school are developing an appropriate range of English skills and vocabulary. The 

new daily reading programme is successful as it deepens students’ comprehension 

skills and increases their love for reading. For example, by Grade 6, students can read 

for meaning and explore several aspects of grammar. Students’ speaking skills are 

less well developed. This is because teachers do not always encourage students to 

speak at length in English lessons to develop their language skills.  

Attainment and progress in mathematics is acceptable. They are in line with 

curriculum expectations for most students. This is indicated by their coursework on 

the common core standards and by the IOWA tests. Standards for the majority in the 

KG are above expectations. Students at different stages are beginning to develop 

their mathematical skills to perform suitable calculations when responding to 

problems. For example, by Grade 1, students can count, order and process numbers 

correctly. By Grade 5, they can calculate operations using an appropriate range of 

different strategies appropriate for their stage.  

Achievement in science is good throughout the school. Most students attain well and 

make consistently good progress following the curriculum standards. The focus on 

practical activities enables students to explore resources using all of their senses and 

they respond well to this stimulating learning. Students’ scientific vocabulary is 

developing well also. For example, Grade 3 students can differentiate between 

‘observe’ and ‘infer’, using suitable scientific language as they hypothesise in 

discussions. By Grade 6, students can lead experiments independently, present their 

views and challenge each other in a constructive manner.   

Standards and progress in other subjects are variable. In physical education (PE) they 

are good. This is because the school gives a high priority to physical exercise to 

promote physical health and wellbeing. Standards in art and music are acceptable. 

Students enjoy and benefit from the practical approaches in each, and particularly 

from the creative learning experiences in art. Skills in using information and 

communication technology are developing acceptably well because they are 

practised and applied in a range of different curriculum areas. 

The development of learning skills is acceptable overall but stronger at KG. Students 

have good skills in working collaboratively in familiar groups and they can share their 

ideas when opportunities arise. Students make clear connections across their learning 

and they also think about its relevance to the real world. For example, students have 

a good understanding of how sport and PE is linked to their health and wellbeing. 

Students’ creative thinking and problem-solving skills are not yet strong enough to 

promote effective innovation in their learning. 
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Performance Standard 2: Students’ personal and social development, 

and their innovation skills 

Students’ personal and social 

development, and their innovation skills 

Indicators 

KG Primary Middle High 

 

Personal development Good Good Good  

Understanding of Islamic values and 

awareness of Emirati and world cultures  
Good Good Good  

Social responsibility and innovation skills  Good Good Good  

Students’ personal and social development is good. Staff help students understand 

right from wrong and interact with students in a calm manner. Consequently, 

students behave well and display positive attitudes to learning. In KG, children learn 

to share resources fairly and take turns. The attendance rate at over 94% is good and 

reflects students’ enjoyment of school.  

The culture of kindness, respect and tolerance permeates the school community. This 

relates to the way students demonstrate their good understanding of Islamic values 

and how they appreciate the UAE culture and heritage. Students treat each other with 

courtesy and are sensitive to the needs and differences of others. This was illustrated, 

for example by the way they responded in their topic called ‘We are all the same’.  

Through planned activities such as celebrations of different festivals, students 

develop good knowledge of different peoples, cultures and their communities.  

Students show good understanding of the importance of healthy lifestyles. For 

example, they know that fruit and water are good for them. Older students say that 

sport gives them valued opportunities to demonstrate leadership, responsibility and 

teamwork. Students contribute well to the life of the school and the wider 

community. They do this in their roles as school councillors, classroom presidents and 

assembly leaders. The eco-group helps students to keep the school and the local 

environment free of litter. Students raise funds for charities such as Red Crescent and 

Breast Cancer Research to help families locally and further afield. Innovation skills are 

less well developed. 
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Performance Standard 3: Teaching and Assessment 

Teaching and Assessment Indicators KG Primary Middle High 

 

Teaching for effective learning  Good Acceptable Acceptable  

Assessment  Good Acceptable Acceptable  

Teaching and assessment are acceptable overall and good in the KG where teachers 

plan well to enthuse children to learn. Most teachers demonstrate secure subject 

knowledge and, for the most part, a good knowledge of how students learn. They 

offer generally suitable experiences to support students’ learning. For example, in the 

best lessons, teachers use effective assessment approaches to measure and compare 

students’ progress with curriculum and national standards. They share the learning 

objectives with students so that they are clear about what is expected of them. They 

ask effective questions to gauge students’ understanding and to recap on prior 

learning. In these lessons, teachers have higher expectations which enable students 

to work at a brisk pace and to share their ideas and findings confidently with their 

peers. This results in attainment above the curriculum standards for the majority of 

students, such as is the case in science where students use higher level enquiry and 

research to come to independent conclusions. 

In the less successful lessons, questioning is not targeted as effectively as it needs to 

be and assessment is not used well enough to guide students in their learning. This is 

because teachers do not always gather consistently or use the information they 

obtain on students’ learning to ensure that tasks are well matched to students’ 

abilities and needs. Some teachers do not provide enough challenge to help students 

develop their critical thinking skills. At times in English lessons, teachers do not always 

encourage students to interact with one another in spoken English so that they can 

develop and practise their speaking skills.  

Generally, teachers mark students’ work regularly and praise them for their efforts, 

but they do not always explain to students what they can do next to improve the 

quality of their work even further. Assessment generally within lessons is not as 

focused as it needs to be to guide students’ next steps in learning in a prompt way. 

Assessment is good in KG where teachers use information they obtain on children to 

match tasks to abilities and needs. In the main school, assessment processes are 

generally linked to the school’s curriculum standards. The school benchmarks 

students’ attainment against international expectations through the IOWA tests. 

Assessment information is adequately used to inform teaching and curriculum 

planning.  
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Performance Standard 4: Curriculum 

Curriculum Indicators KG Primary Middle High 

 

Curriculum design and implementation  Good Acceptable Acceptable  

Curriculum adaptation  Good Acceptable Acceptable  

The curriculum is good at KG and acceptable overall across the school. The school’s 

provision of its licensed American curriculum, aligned to Common Core Standards and 

the Ohio curriculum for mathematics and science, is broad and relevant. The school 

has reviewed the curriculum to ensure it meets requirements and provides for 

appropriate progression. It provides well for KG, successfully develops students’ 

personal qualities and promotes good understanding of UAE cultures and Islamic 

values. In KG, children have regular access to the well-resourced role play area related 

to the UAE heritage to help them learn about past and present events. Supplication 

and the reading of the Holy Qur’an, support students’ spiritual, moral and social 

development.     

Students benefit from good opportunities to help them transfer knowledge and skills 

from one subject to another. For example, in science, students could talk about the 

importance of healthy eating and physical exercise to reduce the risks of heart 

disease. The school offers extra-curricular activities to enrich its curriculum for art, 

music and PE. There are increasing opportunities for students to take part in 

competitions, such as cycling and poetry. There are adequate opportunities for 

students to follow their talents and aspirations as in football, reading and recitation 

of the Holy Qur’an. The curriculum provides older students with some choices to 

follow their interests and motivations.  

The curriculum provides appropriate academic guidance and meets the needs of the 

large majority of students adequately in preparing them well for their future 

education. Teachers adapt their planning and activities to meet the needs and 

interests of most students. For example, children who require additional support in 

KG make good gains because of the well-targeted support they receive. In the main 

school, students who require support for their special educational needs and those 

who are gifted and talented now make acceptable progress. This would be enhanced 

if teachers always offered sufficient challenge for the higher achieving students or 

supported those who might need more help consistently.  
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Performance Standard 5: The protection, care, guidance and support 
of students 

The protection, care, guidance and 

support of students Indicators 
KG Primary Middle High 

 

Health and safety, including 

arrangements for child protection/ 

safeguarding  

Good Good Good  

Care and support Good Good Good  

The protection, care, guidance and support for students are good. The school’s 

strongly caring ethos supports students’ academic progress and in particular sustains 

their good personal development. The staff undergo the required vetting checks to 

ensure their suitability to work with children. The school has a clear understanding of 

child protection and safeguarding procedures. Staff receive regular training in 

safeguarding and know what to do should a welfare concern arise. Such procedures 

are also shared with parents and students. Parents agree that staff keep their children 

safe and secure. Staff at all levels supervise students attentively and help maintain a 

safe and supportive learning environment, including on school transport.  

The premises, facilities and resources are well maintained and suited to the needs of 

students. Behaviour policies and procedures are shared with parents and students so 

that they are clear about the expectations. Incidents are correctly recorded and acted 

on to improve practice. Prompt contact and follow‐up with parents and students 

helps to maintain good attendance. The school actively promotes healthy living 

effectively. For example, young children learn about personal hygiene to reduce the 

risks of infections. First aid provision is well organised and caters well to routine 

medical demands. Students receive good support when they join the school and 

when time comes to move on.  

The school has appropriate systems to identify students who require special 

educational support or who are gifted and talented. Staff have devised individual 

educational plans to help those who require additional support. Leaders are 

beginning to explore different initiatives to further maximise these students’ 

learning, such as by withdrawing them from main lessons to help individuals 

 and groups in a more targeted environment, but this is not yet consistent throughout 

the school. 
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Performance Standard 6: Leadership and management 

Leadership and management Indicators 

The effectiveness of leadership  Acceptable 

Self-evaluation and improvement planning Acceptable 

Partnerships with parents and the community Good 

Governance Good 

Management, staffing, facilities and resources Acceptable 

The overall quality of leadership is acceptable. The principal and senior staff set a clear 

vision and direction for the school. They demonstrate commitment to inclusion and 

the UAE national priorities. Relationships and communications are professional. 

Middle leaders are developing their roles and responsibilities generally well. Morale 

throughout the school is mostly positive. Staff have improved some aspects of the 

school’s work and have the capacity to take the school forward to higher 

performance. They are beginning to develop a better knowledge and understanding 

of teaching, learning and assessment practices. They observe staff and offer 

constructive feedback to help them strengthen their skills. Leaders have rightly 

identified that they need to do more work to improve the quality of teaching and 

learning, provide more training, and encourage staff to observe and share good 

practice. They also recognise the need to identify and tackle inconsistencies in 

attainment and progress and use assessment data with rigour to improve students’ 

achievements even further. The school has reviewed its self-evaluation form (SEF) so 

that it gives a generally accurate account of the school’s strengths and what needs to 

be improved. The school’s development plan (SDP) includes acceptable targets, 

actions and costings. 

Partnerships between parents and the school are good. Parents are actively engaged 

in the life and work of the school. For example, parents have helped to design and set 

up the school’s ‘UAE Heritage Centre’. Effective communication strategies, including 

reports, newsletters and an open door policy keep parents fully informed about their 

children’s academic and personal development. The school contributes well to the life 

of the community by, for example, working with other schools, the local police 

officers, emergency services and international institutions, to enhance students 

learning experiences. Governors are visible in school and seek people’s views. They 

hold leaders accountable for the effectiveness of provision including by moderating 

assessment data. The school runs efficiently on a day‐to‐day basis. There are sufficient 

qualified teachers to support the delivery of a broad and balanced curriculum. The 

premises are fit for purpose, welcoming and inclusive. 
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What the school should do to improve further: 

1. Improve attainment and progress by: 

i. addressing inconsistency in the quality of teaching and learning, 

especially in the Primary and Middle phases, through more effective self-

evaluation approaches and support including regular monitoring in 

lessons 

ii. make more effective use of assessment information to adapt the 

curriculum and target learning experiences to provide appropriate 

challenge for gifted and talented students and better support for those 

who require additional help 

iii. increase opportunities for students to develop and practise their English 

speaking skills across all appropriate subjects and at all phases 

iv. ensuring learning experiences enable all students to develop and 

practise an appropriate range of learning skills, including problem 

solving and  innovation, on a daily basis  

v. improving the quality of teachers’ feedback to students on what to do 

to develop their next learning steps. 

 

2. Increase the impact of school leadership on students’ learning by: 

i. stepping up professional development for all school leaders with a focus 

on identifying strengths and weaknesses in learning and teaching 

ii. further developing the school’s approaches to sharing effective practice 

in learning and teaching, including by enabling all teachers to observe 

the most effective practice first hand 

iii. identifying inconsistencies in attainment and progress across different 

subjects and at different phases and targeting those areas in most need 

of improvement. 

 

 


